Wen 


The Veterinary Record 


FOUNDED BY WILLIAM HUNTING, F.R.C.V.S., 1888. 


No. 4. 


JANUARY 22, 1938. 


VoL. 50. 
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Deaths of foals, vexatious alike to the breeder 
and the veterinary practitioner, still occur year 
by year with little or no abatement, none of 
the recognised forms of treatment appearing to 
be other than partially successful, 


Is it not time we ceased looking for a cure 
and searched instead for prophylactic measures ? 
Even when we succeed in keeping the foal alive 
treatment is uneconomic for the owner, unsatis- 
factory to the practitioner, and very often the 
patient is an unsound animal afterwards, Small 
wonder, as insurance agents report, so many 
owners do not call in professional aid, especially 
if the animal is insured, preferring to allow 
it to take its chance of survival, slight as that 
may be. 


Through the courtesy of a well-known insur- 
ance company with an_ extensive livestock 
business I have been able to obtain some 
interesting figures relating to the years 1932-3-4. 
I see no reason why we should not look upon 
them as indicating, more or less accurately, the 
average annual pereentage of mortality. 


The figures are :— 


1932 ... ... 22°00 per cent. 
1933... ... 21°70 per cent. 
1984 ... ... 20°40 per cent. 


Average for three years 21°36 per cent. 


These will, of course, include deaths through 
abortion, at birth and from injuries, ete., but 
no doubt the vast majority are due to retention 
of meconium and/or joint-evil. Three years 
ago I recognised the sleepy, non-sucking foal as 
the victim of the former and while a fair 
number of such cases have been saved—joint- 
evil has followed in some instances—still many 
perish in spite of treatment which in a few hours 
is often too late, or the retention is too severe. 
I, myself, for years looked upon this condition 
as confined to the rectum but now know that 
the double colon also can be seriously affected. 
Experience has led me to form the opinion, 
moreover, that this condition is often the 
precursor of joint-evil—it may even prove to 
be an earlier phase of the same disease, 


*Paper presented at a meeting of the Lincoln- 
shire and District Division, N.V.M.A., held at 
Lincoln, October 14th, 1937. 
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Why is meconium retained; why are the 
intestinal contents in a more or less dry condi- 
tion; why is there a lack of glandular secretions 
and stasis of the bowel tract? Is the cause 
bacterial and, if so, are the bacteria normally 
present, assuming a pathogenic rdle under 
conditions favourable to that rédle; do the 
causal organisms gain entrance to the system 
after birth, or are those that do so secondary 
invaders? Or, again, are we dealing with the 
results of a lowered vitality in the mare at 
the time of parturition, due to such causes as 
mineral deficiencies and avitaminosis? 

I now hold the view that the origin of the 
trouble lies with the mare which is not quite 
up to its normal standard of health, though no 
apparent departure from the usual is obsery- 
able. It is true that not all debilitated mares 
lose their foals though many do: on the other 
hand, many foals from apparently healthy 
mares die. The death rate in early foals 
appears to be much greater than in the later 
ones when grazing is good—I have no figures 
to prove this, but it is my belief. Again, it 
appears to be immaterial whether the mare 
has been out all winter at grass or stabled, 

The position is serious and difficult; the 
factors favourable to the onset of conditions 
fatal to the foal are not yet recognised. 

Much thought on the subject has now led me 
to adopt the same treatment for the mare just 
prior to parturition as that given to cases of 
impaction of the colon, vis., one to one-and-a- 
quarter pounds commen salt, highly diluted, 
per stomach tube. It is argued that if one can 
stimulate intestinal secretions in the mare the 
same will obtain in the unborn foal. It is, 
therefore, interesting to report the following :— 

Shire mare—lost her first three foals from 
joint-evil; the fourth was saved only by 
energetic and prompt treatment soon after birth 
(Dianimol 3ii, sod. biearb. paraflinum 
liquidum and aqua aa 3viii, per tube, and com- 
mon salt enema 3i to the gallon). The foal was 
very weak, thin and refused to suck, and a 
yard of meconium was removed by means of 
the enema. On the following day the foal was 
bright, cheerful and sucking well. It lived, but 
developed enlarged hocks, only one of which 
has completely subsided. Result—a live but 
unsound animal, 
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The mare was reported this spring as not very 
well; she had a rapid pulse but as she was 
grazing freely and on the point of foaling it 
was decided to await developments. The owner 
then casually disclosed the identity of the mare 
—she had changed hands and I had never my- 
self seen her—and so she was promptly treated 
as for an impacted colon at 10 a.m.; she foaled 
eleven hours afterwards: the salt solution acts 
in from four to six hours. In accordance with 
his usual custom the owner gave the foal one 
ounce of castor oil and subsequently he informed 
me that he had never seen such brisk and 
prompt catharsis in his life. Does this prove 
full secretion from the intestinal glands? I 
think so, as decomposition of the oil and the 
setting free of its irritant appear to have been 
accomplished rapidly and tuiy: this is by no 
means always the case even with double the 
dose. No other treatment was given; the foal 
has progressed excellently, is well developed 
and sound, 


OTHER EXPERIENCES DURING THIS 
YEAR (1937) 


(1) 1 was called to assist in foaling a valuable 
Shire mare; she and her progeny have won over 
£200 in prize money in addition to silver cups 
and plate. The foal was safely delivered and 
the cord (which was not allowed to come in 
contact with anything except my fingers before 
being dressed) was soaked in formalin 1:7— 
unnecessarily strong, but it was what I had with 
me, The afterbirth had to be removed seven 
hours later and it was then learned that the 
foal had not sucked. Treatment was as 
previously described with apparently  satis- 
factory results. A few days later the cord 
sloughed off leaving an unhealthy suppurating 
surface; pervious urachus also supervened and 
was treated by vigorous curetting and anti- 
septics. Five weeks afterwards the foal 
developed lameness and a temperature, dying a 
fortnight later from septicaemia from a deep- 
seated hip abscess. It is incredible to me that 
the infection gained entrance through the 
umbilicus and now I want to know whether, 
after all, a suppurating urachus signifies a 
lowered vitality—whether it is a symptom or 
result of a generalised, or rather blood-borne, 
infection rather than the port of entry. The 
mare was stated to have an attack of colic 
just prior to foaling. 

A personal experience may be interpolated 
here. Previous to the War slight cuts and skin 
abrasions on my hands and fingers always 
healed by first intention but after four years 
in the tropics all such injuries were followed 
by suppuration. It was not until a year had 
passed that my powers of resistance were 
restored to their former high level; and yet I 
was not ill nor do I think that any medical 
man would have said so, 
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(2) Casually enquiring about an in-foal mare 
which had been in slings for several months 
owing to severe hock lameness, I was told that 
she was in very low condition and due to foal 
at any time. I arranged to treat her on the 
following day, when she was found to be 
extremely debilitated and badly affected with 
grease. Surely the foal would be a weakling 
and an easy victim to joint-evil. Foaling 
occurred within 48 hours of treatment; both 
mare and foal were fat in a fortnight and the 
normal progress of the latter has been main- 
tained. 

(3) The subject in this instance was a Shire 
mare which, as a foal, had carried all before 
her in the show ring. As a brood mare she 
Was disappointing as her first foal was kicked 
to death, twins then succumbed and the next one 
never sucked. In an attempt to save this 
year’s foal the dam was treated twice and 
arrangements were made to do so again just 
prior to foaling, but this event occurred a fort- 
night sooner than expected. I was called in 
to find severe retention of meconium; the usual 
treatment was adopted, a considerable quantity 
Was removed at once and hard dry pieces were 
passed at short repeated intervals for five hours, 
when a normal evacuation took place. The 
foal sucked half an hour later and has done 
well. £100 will not tempt the owner to sell 
his colt, the apple of his eye. 

(4) I was called to a colicked foal born the 
same day. Treatment was successful and the 
owner was so pleased that he had the next one 
seen to without delay; a third arrived but on the 
owner’s own responsibility it was not treated; 
it was a little bit weak but “ he would come,” 
according to report. This foal, however, was 
dead a week later from joint-evil. The two 
survivors are perfectly healthy and sound. 

(5) This subject was a colicked foal a few 
hours old. Treatment was successful and he 
has done well, 

The owners of this and the previous similar 
case were both told that it was extremely 
fortunste for them that their foals were affected 
as they were. The prophecy proved correct. 

(6) The dam of this foal had no milk and the 
foal died a week later from acute diarrhoea. 
Nos. 2 and 3 had severe retention of meconium 
and were moribund when seen by me ten hours 
after birth; death ensued. 

The above three are all the foals the owner 
has had this year. 

(7) Two foals are chronically lame in the 
stifle and hock respectively. The owner of the 
former found it necessary to remove some 
meconium; diarrhoea and a suppurating navel 
were sequels. Incidentally the latter was seen 
by me when a week old when it was found to 
be extremely unthrifty and with the obvious 
signs of acute prolonged diarrhoea. I expected 
to be called to a case of joint-evil but the 
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expectation was not realised. Instead, a month 
later the foal was found to have a large bog 
spavin and thoroughpin. The owner then stated 
that the foal had no appetite for the first three 
days of his life. 

I consider both these cases to be mild forms 
of joint-evil following retention of meconium. 

From the foregoing it will be observed that I 
regard retention of meconium in a very serious 
light whatever its cause may be. Whether this 
also holds good in sheep I do not know, but 
two flock owners have related similar experi- 
ences, viz., that they had extensive losses from 
joint-evil in their lambs born in sheds one year 
and the following season had just as many 
when lambing took place in the open. Does this 
bear out the theory that the trouble originates 
in the dams? 

It is now intended to treat next season as 
many mares as my clients desire, and from 
conversations with a number already it is 
believed that the response will be good. Many 
owners have ceased to breed owing to their 
losses in the past. With the above end in 
view I propose to issue to client breeders the 
following circular letter :— 


Personal—to my clients only. 


Brigg, 
1938. 


Dear Sir, 

_ There are indications that the serious losses 
in young foals may be considerably lessened, 
and so, with a view to attempting to overcome 
some of the losses, 1 propose to carry out a 
certain line of treatment in order to ensure the 
perfect health of the mare at foaling: this is 
most important. : 

Two courses of treatment are desirable, one a 
month before due date of foaling, the second 
within two days of the expected foaling. 

If you desire to have your mare or mares 
treated I shall be glad if you will fill up the 
following form and return it to me. 

Yours 
W. W. G. 


(Address) 


Dear Sir, 

mare(s) in foal this season and 
desire to have it (them) attended to. The date(s) 


I also forward the following information :— 
(a) foals. Born. Died. 


1937 
(b) Number of foals born to each of this season’s 
in-foal mares:— 


1) Foals born. Died. 


2) 
3) 
4) 
(5) 


( 
( 
( 
( 


Causes of death in both of the above classes: — 
Joint-evil 
Non-sucking ............ 
Abortions 
Accidents 


Yours faithfully, 


|SPACE RESERVED FOR VETERINARY 
REMARKS. | 

In conclusion, I know I lay myself open to 
the charge that I have not myself fully tested 
the theory I have advanced. To do so will take 
years of one man’s life, and time passes with 
ine as With us all. Further, the matter is urgent 
and so an invitation to join in a great crusade 
against foal mortality is extended to all practi- 
tioners in foal-breeding areas. Will those willing 
please notify me? The assumption is that, 
generally speaking, one man’s experience will 
equal one year, conditions will vary to a certain 
extent in each area, and so one year’s work 
will prove or disprove my contentions. 

I see no reason why we clinicians should have 
such an inferiority complex as we appear to 
possess in these times, for there is yet much 
for us to do, It is gladly admitted that there 
are some excellent workers amongst us but more 
are needed. The research worker is not to 
blame, for he is continually telling us that 
he cannot do without the man in the field, 


ADDENDUM BY 
PROFESSOR W. C, MILLER, 
RoyAL VETERINARY COLLEGE, LONDON 


Mr. Lang has asked me to supplement his 
remarks made at the meeting of the Lincoln- 
shire and District Division of the N.V.M.A. 
regarding pre-natal feeding and treatment of 
brood mares, and since I am convinced that 
many horse breeders fail to provide known 
essentials, I welcome this opportunity, chiefly 
in the hope that practitioners who have oppor- 
tunity to do so ntay be persuaded to advise and 
help their clients in this direction. 

The profound influehce of ante-natal feeding 
and treatment of the dam upon the progeny has 
for some time past been well recognised by 
those who breed laboratory animals. It is now 
also fully recognised by medical advisers, and 
just recently the Ministry of Health has estab- 
lished a very complete organisation for the 
benefit of the expectant mother who cannot 
avail herself of expert specialist advice. 

For some time it has been noticeable that 
certain pastures, even in the best horse-breeding 
districts, are not so highly productive as for- 
merly. Hay cut from them frequently shows a 
low calcium content, and except where lime, 
basic slag or other artificial manure mixtures 
have been used regularly, supplementary feed- 
ing has to be heavier. Practitioners in some of 
these areas remark upon the higher foal mor- 
tality rate and upon the increase in the incidence 
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or the severity of both major and minor ail- 
ments of foals, which can be most clearly 
appreciated when viewed over a period of 25 or 
30 years. 

To elucidate the various causes of these 
increases and to assess each accurately would 
necessitate a period of prolonged investigation 
and experimental research, for which at present 
neither funds nor facilities appear to be forth- 
coming. 

It is well, therefore, in the meantime to con- 
sider whether there may be any major faults 
in the common systems of horse breeding, which 
in the light of modern knowledge of nutrition in 
other animals can be corrected. 

It is a very extraordinary fact that the mare, 
which has to produce a greater weight of foetus, 
and the foal, which has to achieve a greater 
weight of skeleton, have had less attention paid 
to the intake and assimilation of food nutrients 
than any other farm animal. 

Balanced rations for other animals have been 
reasonably carefully determined, and are 
applied in practice with some considerable 
measure of success. Practically the same hap- 
hazard measures of horse feeding which were 
in vogue 50 or 100 years ago are to a large 
extent practised to-day. A comparatively small 
number of enlightened owners have been per- 
suaded to commence supplementary vitamin and 
mineral feeding, with excellent results, and the 
success which has attended the efforts of the 
few might well be made available to others. 

The suggestions which follow are not to be 
regarded as final; rather are they intended to 
serve as something in the nature of temporary 
expedients until further light can be thrown 
upon the subject. 

The chief object is directed towards provid- 
ing an extra intake of minerals, with an 
adequate supply of vitamins A and D during 
that time of the year when normal horse rations 
contain the least of these, and when (during 
the latter third of pregnancy) the demands of 
the foetus for these substances are greatest. 

It has been our experience that good results 
follow the use of bone meal of good sound 
quality, processed at a low temperature, mixed 
with the normal food in amounts of 2 to 8 oz. 
daily. Once daily an amount of cod-liver oil of 
such vitamin potency that it will provide for 
an intake of at least 5,000 units of vitamin A 
and 500 units of vitamin D should be supplied. 
In order to provide these quantities, it is of the 
highest importance that only brands of cod- 
liver oil which bear a guarantee of vitamin 
potency should be prescribed. There are on the 
market numerous preparations of cod-liver oil 
which, in biological assay, fail to pass even low 
standards, especially in so far as vitamin A is 
concerned, There are other brands which may 
be satisfactory when tested in the fresh state 


but which, owing to the unsuitability of the 
containers (e.g., clear glass bottles or a non- 
air-tight stopper), rapidly lose potency and 
before half the contents have been used the 
remainder is almost valueless. Further, the 
free fatty acid content (usually written as 
“ F.F.A.”) should be as low as possible, prefer- 
ably less than 1 per cent. 

It might be argued that on this or that farm 
mares seldom fail to produce healthy living 
foals and that no supplement has previously 
been used, and none is accordingly called for. 
Without doubt the majority of mares do manage 
(rather miraculously) to produce foals without 
any special feeding. There are, however, only 
too many of the other kinds, and it is to them 
that these remarks are intended to apply. The 
circumstances and kind of mare which the 
writer has in mind, which seem to call for 
special measures, fall into one of the following 
categories :— 

(a) The big, well-made, good-looking 
brood mare, which produces a_ small, 
weakly, undersized foal which seldom 
reaches maturity, or when it does turns into 
an inferior type of animal. 

(b) The small, tightly-made, fine-boned 
mare, which produces a miniature foal that 
is lacking in both muscular and bony 
development, but is alert and active. 

(c) The mare which repeatedly produces 
a foal which 

(1) will not suck; 

(2) is dull and slow to rise to its 
feet, and slow to learn; 

(3) is born apparently blind or with 
impaired vision, but recovers after a 
week or ten days. 

(d) Mares which on previous occasions 
have shown a prolonged gestation period. 
If a foal is carried for 12 or 124 months 
(sometimes longer), it can frequently be 
regarded as good evidence that the mare’s 
System has been unable to provide it with 
the necessary amount of nutriment to allow 
it to reach a viable stage at eleven months, 
and that the period of intra-uterine life has 
had to be lengthened in consequence. (It 
should be noted that the above is not the 
only reason for a prolonged gestation in 
the mare.) 

(e) Mares which either foal a little 
before the date on which they are due, or 
carry their foal to full term, but which 
make little or no show of milk until some 
days later. By the time full mammary 
activity is established the foal is sometimes 
dead in these cases. The principles of 
“steaming up” a cow before parturition, 
which have been advocated widely during 
recent years, cannot be applied safely to 
the mare. There is a danger of laminitis 


January 22nd, 1938. 


No. 4. Vor, 50. 81 


resulting. At the same time the system of 
semi-starvation (bran mashes, hay and 
grass, for example) is equally inadvisable 
during the later stages of pregnancy if the 
mare is to foal and produce full mammary 
function. 

(f) Young maiden mares foaling for the 
first time and old mares which have begun 
to show signs of “ wear and tear” also re- 
quire supplementary feeding if they and 
their foals are to be given the best chances. 

There are other indications for giving a 
generous supplementary diet during pregnancy. 
but they are usually individual cases rather 
than classes. Mares which have suffered from 
injury or disease during or just prior to preg- 
nancy, and which have had to be given a 
prolonged period of convalescence, may need 
supplements, but the practitioner will have no 
difficulty in deciding these cases on their merits. 

The details of the basal diet are best left to 
the needs of each case, but any considerable 
proportion of bran and maize or maize products 
is best avoided. Both of these substances have 
a poor Ca/P balance, and the decalcifying 
effects of an excess of phosphorus are now well 
known. One class of substance which can be 
strongly recommended for all pregnant mares 
is good quality legume hay. Clover, sainfoin 
and lucerne, or mixtures of these with rye grass 
are safer and better than the usual inferior 
samples of meadow hay which many owners 
regard as suitable for their pregnant mares. 

The supplement must vary according to 
circumstances, but the following suggestions are 
made as a general guide. 

(i) One of the following: low tempera- 
ture processed bone meal of good quality, 
2 to 3 oz. daily; sterilised (steamed) bone 
flour (2 to 4 oz.); white fish meal (3 to 
5 oz.); or a mineral mixture containing 
adequate calcium phosphate (2 to 4 0z.). 

(ii) Cod-liver oil of such poteney that an 
intake of at least 5,000 units of vitamin A 
and 500 units of vitamin D is provided 
daily. With cod-liver oil sold with a 
guarantee of what can be regarded as 
minimal amounts, i.e., 500 units of vitamin 
A and 50 units of vitamin D per gramme, 
the least daily amount would be 10 c.c. 


(0°35 oz.). Sinee, however, even the best: 


cod-liver oil deteriorates with keeping, 
probably a more adequate and convenient 
dose to recommend would be 4 oz. daily. 
(iii) Freshly ground wheat germ meal, 
not older than seven to ten days since 
grinding, from 3 to 11b. daily. This pro- 
vides for a supply of vitamin E, which is 
known to be necessary to maintain normal 
healthy functioning of the foetal and 
maternal placenta, and thereby ensures 
satisfactory transfer of nutriments. 
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(iv) Trace elements, about which accur- 
ate information regarding the horse’s needs 
is still lacking, should probably be supplied 
in some cases. Iron and copper required by 
the haemopoietic tissues can be supplied in 
the form of small daily doses of powdered 
sulphates (e.g., iron sulphate 10 grains, and 
copper sulphate 1 grain) ; iodine can readily 
be given as potassium iodide, 2 or 3 grains 
daily. Manganese, cobalt, nickel, boron and 
others are probably not required by horses 
getting a fairly good mixed diet. 


In reference to the foregoing addendum, Mr. 
Lang writes :-— 

“ When I invited Professor Miller to contribute 
his views I expected something good, but I must 
confess I litthke dreamed that I had tapped such 
a valuable source of useful and_ interesting 
information. 

“It is quite evident that he has been studying 
the subject and putting his theories to the test 
for years, and I am certain that what he has 
written will arouse the interest and raise the 
hopes of those of us who for long have been 
very dissatisfied with our results. 

“In effect, Professor Miller says: ‘Give Nature 
the required materials and she will produce a 
live healthy foal’; and, in addition, he tells us 
what the essentials are which have proved 
successful in the field. I have often thought 
that our efforts were no better than, metaphoric- 
ally speaking, sitting on the chimney pot to put 
out a fire which should never have started. 

“TI do not propose to discuss the points raised 
by Professor Miller because I do not know 
sufficient to add anything of value; but I do most 
sincerely wish to associate myself with my 
colleagues who, I feel sure, will read his 
contribution, so readily given, with gratitude and 
interest.” 


Discussion 

Mr. R. Hupson, operfing the discussion, said :— 

The statistics quoted by Mr. Lang only partly 
show the death rate of foals and if the 
uninsured are added, the rate must be nearer 
50 to 60 per cent.: not particularly heavy when 
one considers the conditions urfder which they 
are born and the factors which are at work to 
ensure their death, 

Nearly 40 years ago I wrote a thesis and it 
had to have a motto. The thesis was on navel- 
ill and the motto was “Let Nature Guide Us.” 
Some 20 years of preaching got my clients into 
the way of rearing with success. Then came 
the War and later the collapse of agriculture. 
With the present trade improvement stimulating 
increased horse breeding I find that everything 
I have preached is forgotten; owners do not 
care whether the foal lives or dies until it is 
dead. The majority know nothing about stock 
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rearing and, what is worse, appear to be 
indifferent. 

How many come along with the following: 
“ Billy So-and-so has lost his foal out of ‘ Carlton 
Supreme’; I’m expecting one out of ‘Super 
Supreme ’—Is there anything that can be done 
to prevent it?” If they make a practice of 
coming to Mr. Lang, they don’t to me. 

The causal organism of navel-ill has been 
found many times over: Gaiger and Davies give 
five, but some time ago I read that there were 
seven and there may be 70 but they do not 
matter. They are too numerous. _ 

I do not believe that any foal dies from 
accumulated meconium—else, why do they not 
die in utero? Urine is of course voided during 
uterine life but not the bowel contents. Nature 
did not intend that there should be a long 
delay before the contents were moved on, and 
she made a purgative, as you know, and I am 
sure she never intended anything to enter into 
the meconium which would kill a foal in, say, 
four hours after birth. 

One thing a costive foal may do and that is, 
by straining to pass faeces it may force open 
and keep open the urachus, which is a danger. 
I have long been of the opinion that the deaths 
of foals at birth are due to germ infection. I 
would not say that all are due to navel infection 
but those that are not do not matter, 

I have seen pin-point abscesses under the 
kidney capsule in a foal dying four hours after 
birth and the post-mortem examinations on foals 
which live less time show lesions of acute 
septicaemia, 

When I said that the germ cause did not 
matter, I meant that it did not as far as dealing 
with it by vaccines, sera, disinfectants, etc., 
was concerned, for who can be foolish enough 
to use a vaccine composed of seven different 
organisms? 

Mr. Lang is right to assume that some condition 
in the foal must exist which brings about 
inability to pass meconium, and to make the 
foal susceptible to microbic invasion. P 

Perhaps the relation of some incidents which 
happened long ago may throw some light on the 
matter :— 

No. 1.—In the home farm of a large estate we 
had lost foals for years—as many as three out of 
five—and the last year of the occupation three 
out of three. Usually death occurred within 
a few days of birth. 

Good accommodation was provided and for 
the last season the boxes were refloored and I 
attended at birth and dressed the navels. The 
last mare to foal was taken to distant buildings 
where a mare had not foaled in anybody’s 
memory and that foal died: that meant all the 
three. 

The next occupant of the farm foaled eleven 
mares the first year and ten the second and 
reared all the foals, 


They took “pot luck ”—lived or died—often 
up to the fetlocks in filth. One year there was 
a fire and consequently no bedding but it did 
not effect the result. What happened to the 
germs in that case? 

No. 2.—Surrounded by farmers all in trouble 
trying to get mares to hold and when they did, 
losing their foals, was a farmer of a thousand 
acres. He kept a stallion for hire and for his 
own mares and bred with five to seven fairly 
regularly. 

Working for him for five and twenty years, 
I know that he had one case of joint-evil and 
deaths were so few as to have lacked interest. 

I could enumerate many cases which prove 
that organisms only play a secondary part in 
the production of foal deaths. Predisposing 
causes are over-feeding and want of exercise. 
A Shire mare a fortnight before foaling wants 
about enough food to keep mare and foal alive 
and she requires as much exercise right up to 
foaling as she would have if she had to walk 
on a poor pasture to get it. 

After the birth, mare and foal want to run 
away and play: she should not be kept in and 
“made a fuss of” by extra feeding because 
she has “ brought it off.” 

The farmer with the numerous successful 
foalings under-fed and over-worked. The 1,000 
acre man was the one and only real farmer I 
have known, Home-grown oats and fodder were 
kept for his horses—nothing was fed under one 
year old—so the mares were always as fit as 
hunters and heaven help the veterinary surgeon 
who had one to foal. 

A fortnight before foaling they were mashed 
and received six drams aloes and another dose 
when they were about to foal. 

The two cases show up the possibilities of 
success in foal rearing: one for the mare at 
grass and the other for the mare at work. 

Stomach injections of saline, by their purgative 
and diuretic action, will clear the mare’s blood 
and the foal’s when born, of effete matters which 
encourage bacterial growth. This measure may 
lessen mortality; it will if the breeder will take 
advantage of it. For a time it will make a stir 
because it is new and then—well, you cannot 
help a man who will not help himself and I 
do not find that such men are interested in 


prophylaxis until their animals are _ either 


dead or rotten with disease. I am quite sure 
there need not be the heavy mortality if owners 
would only display some simple sense in their 
management of the mare and foal. 

Like my physic ball, starvation diet and work, 
Mr. Lang’s saline is an eliminator. Its effects 
may not be as lasting, but such a line of treat- 
ment cannot fail to be beneficial. 


The Present (Mr. C. W. Townsend) thanked 
Mr. Lang for his address and asked him what 
size tube he used on a day-old foal. 

Mr. W. A. CAMPBELL, having, as a _ visitor, 
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thanked the Association for an interesting after- 
noon, expressed his general agreement with Mr. 
Lang but did not agree that the retention of 
meconium was a symptom of joint-evil. He said 
that years ago, in conjunction with Sir John 
M’Fadyean, he injected many foals with vaccine 
and he came to the conclusion that it was too 
late to do this and that the mares ought to be 
injected: this he confirmed later. He found that 
studs where the navels were dressed a 
at birth and the standard of hygiene was good, 
had as much trouble as studs where so much 
trouble was not taken. Since the dams were 
inoculated there had been no trouble and the 
foals appeared to be stronger. “I believe,” 
observed Mr. Campbell, “ that the only thing to 
do is to vaccinate the mares, as the cause of the 
infection is always through the mares.” He used 
a vaccine prepared by the International Serum 
Co., and injected the mares six months after 
service and again in one month before they were 
due to foal, 

Mr. T. Hicks spoke in appreciative terms of 
Mr. Lang’s address and said that joint-evil was 
more common in the Shire or heavy mare than 
in the thoroughbred; one client foaled his mares 
at grass and had no more trouble. He believed 
in vaccination of the mare one month before 
foaling and again about three days before, and 
the foal within 24 hours of foaling. : 

Dr. G. B. Brook asked for information with 
regard to blood transfusion from the mare to the 
foal. Mr. O GUNNING said he had done this 
and regarded it as almost a specific for the 
“ sleepy foal,” but had not had much success with 
its use in connection with joint-evil. The death 
rate was at least one in four in his district and 
the infection could be either via the navel or 
mouth. There were three forms of joint-evil and 
in some cases he had good results with large 
doses of serum at birth but in others break-down 
occurred. These appeared to be in foals at grass 
and not in those in the stable: possibly the cold 
and wet season had something to do with it. He 
thought that badly jnfected farms were always 
infective. 

Mr. E. MArrison said that he used serum but 
lost a lot of foals and that he thought that all 
cases were due to infection of the mare. 

Many others, both members and _ visitors, took 
part in the discussion, and the following 
contribution was forwarded by Professor T. 
DaLuinG, of Cambridge, to Mr. Lang, but arrived 
a post too late, so that the essayist could not 
refer to it in his reply:— 

“T have read your paper with very much 
interest. It shows what we have learned to 
expect from you, viz., original thinking and the 
application of the theories you evolve. 


“ There is little doubt in my mind that much 
of the so-called joint-ill in foals has its origin 
in the intestine and I think that your valuable 
observation concerning’ retention of the 
meconium and its early removal goes a long way 
to substantiate one’s views concerning the 
causation of joint-ill. I am not yet convinced 
that vou have proved that treatment of the mares 
will result in a decrease in the incidence of 
mortality among foals, though the few cases you 
quole are again suggestive. There is no other 
way to test out your theory save by treating a 
large number of mares. As you point out, it is 
impossible for one man to go very far into the 
matter in one season and the easiest way to 
prove or disprove your idea is to get as many 
practitioners as possible to take up the subject 
and try it out. I hope you will have a good 
response to your appeal.” 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 
Centralisation of Public Veterinary Services 


A special (emergency) meeting of the Council 
of the National Veterinary Medical Association 
was held at 386, Gordon Square, with the 
President (Captain Donald Campbell) in the 
chair, on the afternoon of Thursday, December 
23rd, 1937, for the purpose of discussing the 
negotiations at present taking place with the 
Ministry of Agriculture and to decide on any 
possible course of action to be taken by the 
Association. Although the notice given of the 
meeting was inevitably very short, there was 
a fairly representative attendance of members 
of Council, as follows: Messrs. 8S, G. Abbott, 
J. (, Baird, L. S. Balls, Captain J, R. Barker, 
Mr. E, F.. Beckett, Messrs. H. W. Steele-Bodger, 
H. E. Bywater, T, A. R, Chipperfield, E, Clark, 
Professor J. F. Craig, Captain O. V. Gunning, 
Major R. ©, G. Hancock, Dr. Tom Hare, 
Captain J. R. Hewer, Mr. S. F. J. Hodgman, 
Major H. Kirk, Mr. R. C, Locke, Major 
J. Gillray MeGregor, Messrs. J. W. MelIntosh, 
G. P. Male, H. T, Matthews, Professor Wm, C. 
Miller, Major R. H. H. Over, Mr. J. W. 
Pritchard, Captain J. R. Rider, Dr. A. W. 
Stableforth, Mr. W. Lyle Stewart, Captain 
W. K. Townson, Captain G, C. Webster, Messrs. 
T. Wilkinson, J. Willett and Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge, 

The PRESIDENT, opening the proceedings, said 
that the members had before them the report 
of the special Consultative Committee, which 
had been circulated.* There was one correction 
to be made in that report, and he would ask 
the Secretary to read the correction in question, 
which had been adopted by the Consultative 
Committee that morning, 


*Publication of the text of this report, which 
was adopted by Council, was made in_ the 
Velerinary Record of January 1st, 1938—Vol. 50. 
No. 1. pp. 3-12, ° 

Tue REPLY 

Mr. LANG, in reply, thanked the members for 
the way in which they had received and dis- 
cussed his paper: he hoped that many would 
try his treatment and pool their results at a 
meeting next year. The effect of the salt solution 
on the mare lasted three days. He considered 
that the retained meconium became a valuable 
medium for the growth of the different bacteria 
said to be the cause of joint-evil. Vaccines were 
often very disappointing; we all fought bacteria 
from the cradle to the grave and that it was the 
resistance that counted; the treatment was to raise 
the resistance in the foal at a very early date. Mr. 
hans agreed that Shire foals were more liable 
to the disease than other foals, except perhaps 
Clydesdales. He had tried blood transfusion but 
with poor results, possibly due to his not having 

one far enough into the matter. ‘“‘ Why do 
oals born later in the year do better?” enquired 
Mr. Lang, in conclusion. 
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The Secretary having complied, the list of 
apologies for absence was now read as follows: 
Mr. Horace Bell, Professor G,. F, Boddie, Mr. 
David Brown, Captain J. A. Craft, Mr. P. 
Crosfield, Major Brennan DeVine, Mr. C. W. 
Elam, Mr. A, Gofton, Sir Frederick Hobday, 
Captain H. Tudor Hughes, Mr, W. J. Lronside, 
Mr, A. Mackenzie, Captain W. R. MeKinna, 
Major <A, B. Mattinson, Professor W. M. 
Mitchell, Captain S. J. Motton, Major 
Rabagliati, Mr. H. M. Salusbury, Mr. G, A. 
Sangster, Lieut.-Colonel P. J, Simpson, Captain 
R. Simpson, Mr, A. Thomson (Beckenham) and 
Mr. A, Thomson (Glasgow), 

The PRESIDENT, addressing the Council, said 
that they had there that day a letter from the 
Minister of Agriculture which would be read to 
them shortly, but in the meantime he wished 
to move that that report from the Consultative 
Committee be received and adopted. In doing 
so, he should like to take up a few minutes of 
their time to run over in very brief fashion 
what had actually taken place. 

They all knew, of course, about the formation 
of that special Consultative Committee in July 
last—appointed for the purpose of discussing 
with the Ministry of Agriculture the details of 
the establishment and development of the 
Ministry’s proposals for a Centralised Veter- 
inary Service. Before that committee was 
formed, a deputation from the Association met 
the Minister himself on July 20th and put before 
him in brief outline the views of the Association 
on the Ministry’s proposals. 

He would go over a few of the points that 
had been raised between that time and the 
present. It was put forward by the representa- 
tives of the Association that the Chief 
Veterinary Officer of the new service should be 
the head of the Animal Diseases Department 
of the Ministry of Agriculture, in the same way 
as the Chief Medical Officer was head of his 
Department of the Ministry of Health. That 
proposal was rejected by the Minister, Objection 
was taken to the use of the word “ inspector ” 
as applied to veterinary surgeons, and it was 
suggested that “ officer” would be a more 
suitable term, but that proposal also was 
rejected. That was before the formation of the 
special committee. It had been understood that 
when the salary scales, which it was proposed 
should be paid under the scheme were prepared, 
before they were officially decided on, they 
would be communicated to the Association and 
would be the subject of consultation with the 
special committee. The Ministry, however, had 
assured them that that was a misunderstanding : 
that the salary scales when they were received 
by the Association were the scales which it had 
been decided to pay. 

Two meetings took place between the com- 
mittee and the Ministry on that question of 
salaries—the committee were not satisfied with 


the rates that the Ministry proposed to pay 
and drew up an alternative and higher scale. 
But no negotiations, in the proper sense of the 
word, took place with the Ministry in regard to 
salaries, 


At two meetings the representatives of the | 


committee tried to move the Ministry from the 
position that salaries were not subject to 
negotiations, but the Ministry were immovable 
and maintained their position that it was not 
the practice of Government Departments to 
negotiate on salaries with outside bodies. A 
request was made that an interview with the 
Minister himself should be granted on this 
matter. The Minister’s reply was that in fixing 
the scale of salaries the Association’s point of 
view had been taken into consideration and 
he was not prepared to re-open the matter. 

The committee were very strongly of the 
view that veterinary surgeons entering the 
Ministry’s service should have at least three 
years’ experience in some branch of veterinary 
work as a preliminary to their employment by 
the Ministry, and in this view they were sup- 
ported by the views of other bodies outside the 
Association, concerned in the matter. The 
Minister himself, in a letter, said that he was 
greatly impressed by the arguments which the 
Association had put forward and that the point 
would be put before the Selection Boards for 
the purpose of their interviews with candidates 
for admission to the service. In addition, the 
age for entrance to the Ministry’s service was 
raised from 21 to 23 years. That was the 
concession which was made; but the Ministry's 
ruling, nevertheless, still stood, that one years’ 
service and not three met the requirement. He 
believed that the Ministry’s view in this matter 
was that if three years’ experience should be 
insisted on, there might not be a_ suflicient 
number of entrants for the purpose of the 
scheme, 

Another point which came before’ the 
Consultative Committee had to do with officers 
entering the Ministry’s service from the local 
authority service. When an officer from a 
local authority entered the Ministry’s service, 
he was to receive a salary within the Ministry’s 
scale comparable to what he was receiving from 
the local authority. Actually, his salary was 
fixed at about the salary which he received 
from the local authority less the deduction of 
superannuation contributions—normally 5 per 
cent. <A protest was urged against this, and 
the matter had been taken up with an actuary, 
and the committee were pressing their view of 
that matter upon the Ministry. , 

It came somewhat as a surprise to the mem- 
bers of the Consultative Committee to learn that 
officers being transferred from the local 
authority to the Ministry would have to undergo 
a medical examination upon entry. In a letter 
to the Minister, it was pointed out that when 
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such officers from local authorities were being 
taken over by the Ministry there was no assur- 
ance that a man in middle age would pass a 
medical examination which in his earlier years 
he would have passed easily. The reply, given 
to them in writing, was that failure to pass the 
medical test would not necessarily debar an 
officer from entrance to the Ministry's service, 
but that such an officer, on entering the ser- 
vice, would not be entitled to receive a pension, 
but only a gratuity upon retiring. That seemed 
to him and to the other members of the com- 
mittee a particularly iniquitous provision. He 
was sure, however, that they need not take the 
Jetter which they had received on that matter 
as being final, that it was being taken up with 
the Treasury, and that in all probability 
considerable concessions would be made 
regarding it. 

The topics discussed with the Ministry were 
discussed in a certain order and so far they 
had not reached in their negotiations one of 
the most important of all of them, namely, the 
place which practitioners were to occupy in the 
Ministry’s scheme. It had been expected, how- 
ever, that very shortly the Ministry would be 
in a position to go into this matter with the 
Consultative Committee, 

He should like just at that moment to read 
to them, as being apposite, declarations that 
were made in Parliament by Ministers and also 
by the Minister of Agriculture at Bournemouth 
in regard to the employment of practitioners 
under the Ministry’s scheme, 

In Parliament, Mr, Ramsbotham, the Minister 
of Pensions, said: “. . . It is the Government’s 
intention to utilise the service of the part-time 
officers, as far as possible,” and Mr, Morrison 
said, “. . . the position of part-time veterinary 
officers will be improved under the Bill.” 

At Bournemouth, Mr. Morrison said: “ As 
regards part-time men, there will be no formal 
transfer of them to the Ministry, but we contem- 
plate that the services of the majority of those 
practitioners will be utilised for some of the 
duties which will have to be discharged by 
veterinary inspectors in connection with the 
working of the new proposals.” 

“Mine is no desire to magnify a State service 
at his (the practitioner’s) expense.” 

Proceeding, the PRESIDENT said that he had 
read those extracts to them to recall to their 
minds the position as stated by the chief spokes- 
men of the Government in regard to the 
employment of practitioners, and it would be the 
duty of the Association and of the Consultative 
Committee to examine any proposals put before 
them in the light of what had been said. 

Finally, with regard to the not very satis- 
factory outcome of the negotiations which had 
taken place so far between the committee and 
the Ministry, it was decided at the last meeting 
of the committee to request an interview with 
Mr. Morriscn himself. Accordingly, on the 
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instructions of the committee he wrote making 
that request. A reply was received asking for 
more specific details of the points which the 
committee wished to raise with the Minister 
and in consequence a second letter was sent 
setting out in brief details which the committee 
wished to discuss with him. 

In regard to the calling of that special meeting 
that afternoon, it was decided at the last 
meeting of the committee that on receipt of 
the Minister’s reply a special meeting of the 
Council should be called, because the subject 
was far too vast, far too important to the 
profession in general, to rest any longer on the 
shoulders of the committee. 

At the time the meeting was called they had 
not yet had a reply from the Minister to the 
second letter asking him to receive a deputa- 
tion, but partly in view of an article which 
appeared in the Farmers’ IVeekly recently, and 
its reactions on the profession, and partly 
because of the feeling of unrest which had 
prevailed for some time, and had been greatly 
intensified by that article, he felt that to delay 
that meeting any longer—even to delay it until 
there had been a reply from the Minister, 
which had been his original intention—would be 
taking upon himself an almost’ intolerable 
responsibility: a responsibility which no one 
man should be asked to bear. He knew it would 
have been to many a great inconvenience to 
come there that day at such short notice, but 
the individual’s inconvenience could not be 
allowed to weigh against the future welfare of 
our profession. (Hear, hear.) In some ways, 
perhaps, it was fortunate, under those circum- 
stances, that a reply from the Minister had 
actually been received that afternoon, and _ it 
would be put before them. Any discussion on 
what action it was desired to take could come 
up on that later. So far as the report of the 
committee was concerned, that was the record 
of what had been done up to the present and 
he asked them now formally to adopt that 
report. 

Dr. WooLDRIDGE proposed that the report of 
the Consultative Committee be received and 
adopted. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. CHIPPERFIELD. 

The PRESIDENT said that if* there was any 
discussion which the Council would like to have 
on the report, now was the time for it. If 
any discussion referred to future action, that 
came up on the agenda under the Minister’s 
letter. If the Council were agreeable to that 
course he suggested that it would be the most 
expeditious way in which to conduct the business 
that afternoon. Did they wish to discuss the 
report or did they accept it now? 

Mr. STeeE_eE-BopGeER said that there was one 
point in the President’s remarks which he 
thought might be misinterpreted and that was 
with reference to the medical examination. The 
President had said that “men who might have 
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passed the medical examination in middle age ”: 
actually it should have been “ men who did 
pass.” 

The Presipent: “ Of course, I quite agree 
with that.” 

Mr. G. P. MALE observed that he would like 
to ask if the salaries which the Consultative 
Committee suggested were below those which 
were being obtained now by the officers con- 
cerned—or were they higher; also if senior 
officers were satisfied with the salaries which 
the Ministry proposed. 

The PrEsIDENT replied that as regards the 
first part of the question, in many cases at 
any rate, the salaries were above those being 
received at present: in other cases the reply 
from the Ministry had been that an officer on 
entering the service would do so at a salary 
comparable with that which he received from 
his local authority with the provision that a 
5 per cent, superannuation contribution would 
be deducted. As to the second part of the 
question, as to whether or not they were satis- 
fied, he was afraid he could not answer that. 

Mr. MAte said that, speaking with reference 
to the senior officers, if there was not going to 
be any great hardship there he was wondering 
what the difficulty was. 

Dr. Woo.LpripcGe said that he thought the 
position was that the Association put forward 
a higher scale of salaries because they were 
considering this service from the point of view 
of the community and the profession and not 
from that of the individual. Here was a service 
which was going to do important public work 
and take over a large portion of the profession : 
it was far more important to this profession 
than was any other Government service to its 
associated profession. The Association, more- 
over, had had many complaints from individual 
officers, both in the service and in the whole- 
time services of the municipalities and counties, 
but nothing directly from the senior officers of 
the Ministry who might or might not be 
dissatisfied. Secondly, although as they had 
heard, the salaries to be obtained by individuals 
were to be approximately the same as the 
salaries they had obtained previously, yet in 
many cases it would appear that their propects 
for the future would not be so rosy in the 
Government service as they appeared likely to 
be in the county and municipal services as these 
developed. 

Mr. MALte stated that from what one read the 
practitioner was only to be used until the full 
service was obtained: he did not think that was 
correct. If it were correct, however, it was a 
matter which should be taken up very promptly 
with a view to finding out the full intention 
of the Minister because apparently the lay 
Press knew more than they did. 

The PRESIDENT commented that reference to 
that matter would be found in the terms of 
the letter which would be read shortly. He had 


seen Sir John Kelland and he would read to 
them what Sir John had said. Sir John 
Kelland authorised him to say that in regard to 
the employment of practitioners under the 
scheme there had been no departure from 
the declarations made by the Minister at 
Bournemouth and to the deputation from the 
N.V.M.A. on July 20th. On July 20th, Mr. 
Morrison met a deputation from the N.V.M.A., 
and said that “ he was glad they approved the 
decision to use the ordinary professional man. 
He anticipated that they would have to use 
ordinary practising surgeons for the preliminary 
survey, which could not possibly be conducted 
even with the enlarged permanent service, In 
future, he thought they would find there would 
be more work available for the practising sur- 
geon.” That, concluded the President, was the 
reference. 

Professor Craic observed that according to 
communications he had seen it would appear 
that the part-time officer would only be used 
for the time being for the particular duties 
that he was carrying out at present, but that 
afterwards—and this appeared to be the 
proposal—he would be displaced by the whole- 
time veterinary officer. 

The PRESIDENT replied that he thought that 
that was a point which should be discussed 
that afternoon when they were considering what 
would take place in the future. The policy of 
the Association in that regard was contained 
in the report of the so-called “ Free Services ” 
Committee, 

Mr. STEELE-BoDGER said that he would like 
it noted that that letter which had _ been 
received from Sir John Kelland was contrary 
to what was laid down in AA/DA4 to local 
authorities in which it was stated quite 
definitely that part-time officers would be used 
for the time being only: that was contrary to 
the declaration made by the Minister at Bourne- 
mouth and in reply to the deputation on 


July 20th. 

The PRESIDENT: “If there is no further 
discussion, I take it that the report is received 
and adopted.” 


The Council expressed unanimous assent, 

Mr. McINtTosu observed that he thought the 
Council ought to thank the President and his 
committee for the very excellent work they had 
done in that connection: he was sure the whole 
profession must feel very deeply indebted to 
them, 
’ The PrREsIDENT: “I am sure the committee 
will appreciate that, as I do.” 


THE MINISTER’S LETTER 


At the President’s request, the SECRETARY read 
paragraph (3) of Memorandum AA/DA 4, to 
which reference was made in the Minister’s 
letter (reproduced in the report of the special 
Consultative Committee). 

Dr. Tom Hare said that if he might be 
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allowed to do so at that point he would like 
to move the following resolutions :— 

(1) “ This meeting of the Council of the 
N.V.M.A., having received the Minister of 
Agriculture’s letter dated December 22nd, 
1937, instructs its President to inform the 
Minister of Agriculture that his further 
consultation with the N.V.M.A. is dependent 
upon his giving unqualified acceptance of 
the following three provisions for implement- 
ing the Agriculture Act, 1937. 

(a) The stock-owner (i.e., the owner of 
any four-footed animal or bird to which 
any orders made by the Minister shall at 
any time apply) shall retain his liberty 
of choosing the veterinary practitioner 
(i.e., M.R.C.V.S.) for the purpose of apply- 
ing to his stock on his own premises such 
services as the Minister (or his deputy) 
may order. 

(b) That for the above purpose the stock- 
owner shall be required to inform the 
Minister of his choice of practitioner, and 
such practitioner (unless he wishes to be 
excluded) shall be empanelled as a_ part- 
time officer responsible to and paid by the 
Minister for the conduct of such services. 

(c) That an Arbitration Board, the mem- 
bers of which shall be nominated equally, 
by the Minister on the one hand, and by 
the N.V.M.A. on the other hand, shall be 
established for hearing and arbitrating 
upon disputes between the Ministry and 
the part-time officers.” 

(2) “This meeting of the Council of the 
N.V.M.A. instructs its President to take the 
opinion of Counsel on the wording of his 
letter communicating the above to the 
Minister and to be accompanied by Counsel 
to any forthcoming consultations with the 
Minister or his deputies.” 

In moving these resolutions, Dr, Hare said 
that, in the first place—this in parenthesis— 
might he add his own meed of praise to the 
President and their other colleagues who had 
done all that work on their behalf. (Hear, 
hear.) They had given a great deal of time, 
energy and money to standing up for the 
interests of their profession, and they all, in 
deeply appreciating it, felt that it was necessary 
that they should be backed up by everyone in 
the profession whatever his form of employment 
might be. It was from that point of view that 
he had drafted those resolutions, because the 
vital thing was that they were confronted by 
the law, and that law had empowered the 
Minister to make orders for the curative and 
preventive treatment of all four-footed animals 
and birds. They were not concerned with the 
question as to what extent the Minister might 
at any time make orders for such treatment, 
but they were concerned with the prospect that 
for the future over one-third of the profession 


would be in State employment, would be 
muzzled, would have no liberty of action such 
as the members of the profession had enjoyed 
since its birth nearly 150 years ago. That 
was a very serious prospect, but it brought 
them down to the immediate point that in order 
to safeguard what other people believed to be 
the interests of the public, the interests of the 
stock-owner and their own legitimate self- 
interest, they should make clear to the Minister, 
precisely and without qualification, exactly what 
their basic terms were and upon which there 
should be no compromise whatever. The other 
matters with which the President and Council 
had been largely dealing thus far, however 
important they might be, were, he contended, 
subject to negotiation; they were subject to 
compromise, but their basic terms, upon which 
rested the future of veterinary science in this 
country and the liberty of that science, must 
be accepted, 

One of two things could happen if they put 
those terms to the Minister: he could accept 
them or he could reject them. That was 
probably as far as they could go that day, 
but they might have just a moment or two to 
ask what they might do should the Minister 
reject those terms. He did not think they 
should leave it at that resolution: that was the 
purpose of his addition to the effect that the 
guidance and opinion of counsel should be 
sought. He thought it was important that they 
should have counsel with them, because the 
Ministry contained very able men. That 
observation contained no reflection or criticism 
of the Association’s own negotiators—on_ the 
contrary. 

Should the Minister of Agriculture reject their 
basic terms, what could they do? He was 
appealing to the profession now to put its cards 
on the table and to have the courage to stand 
by them, whatever the consequences. Some of 
them would be “ downed” in any case. What 
did that matter? He personally did not mind. 

One last appeal hé wished to make was that 
they must not allow anything in their expres- 
sions to split the profession: there must be no 
animosity expressed towards those of their 
colleagues who had found it to their interest to 
apply for or even to enter ‘that whole-time 
service. He personally welcomed the appoint- 
ment of two distinguished members of the 
profession of which he had heard. It was to 
the advantage of the profession, as well as to 
the country, that a whole-time service should 
have the best elements in the profession if they 
could provide them. Therefore there must not 
be any recrimination or abuse expressed to 
those of their colleagues who joined’ the 
Ministry: there should be no necessity for that 
to enter into their discussions at all. He thought 
they wanted to concentrate on this one thing: 
that hitherto the Minister had not known what 
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their determination was. Let him once and for 
all know exactly what their basic terms were— 
terms upon which there could be no compromise 
—and if the Minister dispensed with their ser- 
vices, let him, 

The PRESIDENT suggested that it would be 
advisable to take Dr, Hare’s proposals as two 
resolutions. Was there, he asked, any seconder 
for the first? 

Mr, CHIPPERFIELD, speaking as one of the 
younger members of the Council, said that he 
would like to stress his opinion that the 
Ministry’s letter was just another attempt to 
temporise. As a profession we were at the 
parting of the ways. There was only one thing 
to do and that was to join together and march 
down one road together. If they looked care- 
fully into various statements made by the 
Minister of Agriculture they would see no refer- 
ence whatever to general practitioners outside 
of the existing part-time officials. The Minister 
had referred to the latter in rather a passive 
sort of way but he had not mentioned the 
men who had no part-time appointments at the 
moment. The Minister had stated, however, in 
one of the documents of which they had had a 
portion read, that the Divisional or Superintend- 
ing Inspectors would be empowered to survey 
their areas and select men for the panels. It 
should not be a case of selection: it should be 
a case of wholesale incorporation. There was 
no time to waste; that Act became law at the 
beginning of April. The Minister would 
undoubtedly attempt to temporise—they had got 
to “ call his biulf” and do it now. 

Dr. W. R. Woo.pripce thought that the first 
result of the receipt of the Minister’s letter 
should be to make the Council resolve to con- 
sider their whole course of action in the future. 
With much of what Dr. Hare had suggested he 
personally would agree. He agreed that the 
time at their disposal was short. Within a few 
days a large body of their whole-time officers 
would have to accept or reject positions in the 
new service. Once they were in that service, 
it was earnestly to be hoped, as had been 
suggested previously, that the rest of them 
would not allow themselves to be turned against 
those officers; but they must face the fact that 
once those men were in that service they were 
lost from the point of view of professional 
independence, at any rate for the time being. 
They were in too difficult a position to help the 
Association in this matter after they had gone 
into that service with apprehension and despair 
in their hearts. 

There seemed to him to be certain lines of 
action possible, one or all of which could be 
implemented immediately. The first, to his mind, 
was that the Consultative Committee should 
resign forthwith. That committee existed to 
consult with the Ministry, and as this consulta- 
tion seemed impossible, resignation would 


appear to be the only course open to them 
under existing circumstances. The second line 
of action would be that the Council of the 
*“ National” should refuse to undertake any 
further consultation with the Ministry until 
professional confidence was restored. Thirdly, 
that a renewed effort should be made to seek 
an interview with the Minister; and fourthly, 
that a popular campaign should be organised 
and developed by the Association. Such a 
campaign should include (a) the preparation 
and publication of suitable material in the 
professional Press; (b) preparation and offer 
for publication of suitable material for the 
agricultural Press; (c) the same for the general 
Press; (d) the writing of letters to the Press, 
either by individuals in the profession or by 
eminent individuals outside the profession; (e) 
the preparation of suitable questions to be 
asked in Parliament—a weak point at the 
moment as Parliament had risen for the 
Christmas recess and did not meet again until 
February. Nevertheless it was one of which 
sight should not be lost. (/) The preparation 
of suitable material and propaganda by the 
Association and its circulation to every member 
of the profession through the post. 

Those suggestions, he thought, were not in 
opposition to the proposition by Dr, Hare but 
they augmented it. He would suggest that they 
hear the discussion and then prepare the final 
resolution; otherwise, they would get an 
innumerable number of amendments before 
them. 

Mr. H. T, Marruews observed that he was 
entirely in support of what Dr, Wooldridge had 
said in that he felt that Dr. Hare’s motion 
was narrowing the issue, whereas they must 
take into view the whole situation. Those of 
them who had served on the Consultative 
Committee realised, perhaps better than did 
those who had not had that privilege, that the 
profession now was united as it never had been 
for many years. The whole-time man and the 
part-time practitioner with an appointment were 
in practical unanimity that the proceedings up 
to the present time with the Ministry of 
Agriculture had been of a most unsatisfactory 
nature. If they went back to the Minister’s 
speech at Bournemouth and the statements in 
the House of Commons with which that scheme 
Was ushered in, they realised that there was 
an expression of view that complete confidence 
in the Ministry was a necessary precedent to 
the successful operation of the Agriculture Act. 
Since that time there had not only been no 
growth of confidence between the Ministry and 
the profession in general, but there had been 
in place, suspicion, mistrust and complete 
disappointment, so that it appeared they were in 
general agreement now that a critical stage 
had been reached and it was necessary to take 
some definite action with that in view. 
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He would suggest, therefore, that the letter 
from the Ministry be replied to in terms which 
made it clear that it appeared to have failed 
to appreciate the reasons why the receipt of a 
deputation was sought. If they went back to 
that letter they would find this phrase: “ Mr. 
Morrison finds it extremely difficult to under- 
stand why his decisions should be referred to 
in the official journal of your Association as 
rebuffs received from the Ministry,” the refer- 
ence being the title ‘“ Veterinary Officer” in 
place of the title “ Veterinary Inspector,” and so 
on, with which they dealt before the passage of 
the Act. But the notice in the Veterinary Record 
stated that, following upon these negotiations, 
there had been created a situation giving rise 
to mistrust—so that it was clear that the 
Minister’s letter was either based on a_ mis- 
understanding or that it was an evasion. Dr. 
Wooldridge had suggested direct action now. 
He (Mr. Matthews) would suggest that the 
position be taken that action be empowered if 
necessary, i.e., to defer it for a very short time 
and that a letter on the following lines be 
addressed to the Minister at this stage :— 

“ Express regret that Minister’s reply indicates 
lack of appreciation of the basis of objection 
taken to the procedure up to the present. stage. 

“Inform the Minister that at a_ meeting of 
Council the opinion was unanimously expressed 
that the necessary conditions precedent to the 
successful operation of the new scheme have not 
been attained. The Council is very conscious 
of the fact that the whole future of the profession 
is at stake and is not willing to be an accessory 
to entry into a new phase of development in 
the present atmosphere of distrust and disagree- 
ment between the Ministry and the Consultative 
Committee. 

“Therefore request the suspension of any 
further steps in the progress of centralisation of 
the veterinary service until a more amicable 
state of co-operation has been created. In 
particular this request refers to the transfer 
of officers from local authorities and the appoint- 
ment of staff. Failing satisfactory 
assurances the Council will feel reluctantly com- 
— to place all new appointments to the 

inistry’s service temporarily under a ban, 

“State that the Association is sure the Minister 
will agree that every effort should be made to 
avoid such a trial of strength and, to that 
end, request that he will disclose to this Associa- 
tion all the plans relating to the new scheme 
at an early date.” 


That, continued Mr. Matthews, was just a 
draft, and the implementing of Dr. Wooldridge’s 
valuable suggestions could follow, but it would 
have the effect of adjourning the process of 
definite action pending the receipt of a further 
communication from the Minister, 

Mr. Stree_e-BopGerR said that he would like 
to support Mr. Matthews’ letter as it stood. 
As Mr. Matthews had said, it was a draft but, 
subject to satisfactory editing, he thought it 
summed up the situation: it crystallised it, it 
was definite and was open to no misunder- 
standing. 
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Captain J. R. BARKER expressed the opinion 
that the suggestion made by Mr. Matthews was 
an exceedingly good one but at the same time 
he came back to Dr. Wooldridge’s _ first 
proposition that the Consultative Committee 
should resign. He thought it was clear that, not 
entirely due to their fault, the Consultative 
Committee had been wasting its time, and 
possibly the Association’s money, if they were to 
judge by value received. Indirectly, however, 
they had been trying to fight the battle with 
the odds laid against them. It seemed no use 
the Consultative Committee sitting there at the 
offices of the Association and having transmitted 
to it line by line and at long intervals a portion 
of the Ministry’s policy. That had placed their 
committee in a very serious difficulty. They 
were informed in other walks of life that the 
Ministry had had proposals prepared from <A 
to Z: he understood that the Association had 
been presented with about A, B oand 
(Laughter.) Therefore he took the view that 
the committee could not carry out negotiations 
at that distance and that remove in connection 
with any of the proposals. He would ask the 
Minister to set up possibly an Advisory Com- 
mittee under his guidance, with possibly Sir 
Daniel Fergusson as Chairman, before which 
the whole scheme could be placed and = taken 
portion by portion and threshed out in all its 
implications with the profession. By putting 
forward such a suggestion he thought that the 
profession could) render service to the 
Minister, to the Minister's officials, to the mem- 
bers of the profession themselves, and to the 
stock-owner, The Consultative Committee, 
however, was not on a basis whereby any good 
could come through its labours. He thought, 
as that concerned the Minister himself and as 
the Minister had said he was directly responsible 
to the Government and had been charged with 
the duty of setting up the service, that he ought 
also to be charged with the finance of the 
suggested joint Advisory Committee, That 
appeared to him to be the best way out to save 
both the dire results that might come from any 
action the National might take in not re- 
opening negotiations and also any high-handed 
action the Minister might wish to take in the 
dictatorial position in which he had been placed 
in this England of freedom. He thought the 
Minister must be aware of the difficult position 
in which the procedure in the House of Com- 
mons had placed him. He understood that 
many members of the House were concerned 
about the way in which the financial resolution 
was taken before the Agriculture Bill and it 
was his opinion that the Association would have 
a good deal of support for the suggestion that 
there should be set up a properly constituted 
Advisory Committee. He thought the position 
Was absolutely ludicrous and he, for one, should 
not undertake to carry on, 
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Mr. STEELE-BopGER enquired if the President 
had any report to make on the meeting of the 
Consultative Committee held that morning. 

The PresiIpent replied that, in regard to the 
editorial, he had in his hand a draft which it 
was decided that, with one or two slight altera- 
tions, should appear in the Veterinary Record 
on the following Saturday. 

Major McGrecor said that he desired to 
second Captain Barker’s motion. 

The PRESIDENT said, in regard to that, it had 
been agreed by the Council that they should 
have a general discussion and then they could 
draft a general resolution, 

Mr. MALE observed that he would like to 
support what Captain Barker had said: it 
seemed to him that that was a wise course for 
the Association to adopt. He felt that it would 
be very deplorable if they did anything that day 
to jeopardise the magnificent scheme which the 
“National” got out and which was put before 
the Ministry, but which the Minister of Agricul- 
ture apparently had not interpreted in the way 
the N.V.M.A, wished him to do. The Minister 
had had very great difficulty: he did not think 
that there were many Ministers who would have 
carried that through against the opposition of 
the local authorities. When the “ free services ” 
committee brought that scheme before’ the 
Association, it was said that the scheme was 
Utopian and the local authorities would be too 
powerful—that was said even in the Council 
of the Association itself and yet in one move 
the Minister had put a scheme through the 
House. He thought it only required reasonable- 
ness and that if they went for the proposals 
which they laid down in the first scheme which 
was adopted by the “ National” they would get 
their point. He (Mr. Male) did think there was 
a very strong case for negotiation. He would 
like to congratulate the committee on all the 
work they had done. For his part he believed 
that as long as they secured the principle, the 
other things could be altered afterwards—such 
matters as the adjustment of salary and names:, 
what did it matter what the name was? 

Major Kirk observed that he was very much 
afraid that if the Association showed weakness 
at this juncture they were going to be 
*“ downed.” That should not be and he would 
very much like to see Mr. Matthews’ letter sent 
to the Ministry. 

Mr. STEELE-BopGer said that he agreed with 
what Mr, Male had said about the Minister 
but they were faced at each turn with Mr. 
Vandepeer’s reply that the Minister must accept 
the advice of his officers. It could be accepted 
that if the Minister could not appreciate the 
“ National’s ” point of view it was because he 
_ ill-advised by those in association with 

im. 

Mr. Male had said that they must stick to 
principles and not quibble over details but the 


Association’s representatives had never had the 
chance to discuss principles. They wished for 
nothing better than the opportunity to discuss 
the scheme put forward by the ‘“ National,” 
but they had never had that opportunity. He 
was very sorry that Mr. Male was not a 
member of the Consultative Committee, 

Captain BARKER said that he agreed that some 
letter on the lines that Mr, Matthews had 
intimated, be sent to the Ministry. He would 
like to propose also that the Association keep 
the door open and that the Minister be asked 
to set up an Advisory Committee as he had 
proposed earlier in the discussion; that his 
attention be drawn to the points raised by Dr. 
Hare, i.e., that the stock-owners should have 
free choice of practitioner and that an Arbitra- 
tion Board was quite essential when the Minister 
got the scheme going. It appeared that some 
part of AA/DA 4 had been set in motion. There 
was an interim period just now between 
January Ist and April Ist and some county 
councils were acting upon AA/DA 4, which said 
that the Divisional Inspectors should set up a 
panel of veterinary surgeons, but from the panel 
in the district in which he resided four practi- 
tioners were missing. He felt, therefore, if 
someone would second, that the sequence should 
be that they should send a letter to the Minister 
and that they should incorporate therein in 
order the suggestions that he should set up an 
Advisory Committee under an_ independent 
Chairman and then they should call his atten- 
tion to the desirability of setting up a panel 
with free choice of practitioners. 

The PREsIDENT: “ To be incorporated in the 
letter Mr. Matthews has suggested, Captain 
Barker?” 

Captain BARKER: “ Yes.” 

The PReEsIDENT said that so far as he could 
judge they approved of the course of action 
suggested by Captain Barker. Actually, there 
was before the Council a resolution by Dr. Hare 
which was moved and seconded and was in 
order. “ As a composite resolution, Dr. Hare, 
does this resolution at present fit in with yours?” 

Dr. Hare replied that he had been taking 
notice of all the discussion thus far and, with 
reference to the amendment proposed by Captain 
Barker and seconded by Mr. Male, it would 
appear that there was only one difference 
between him and them—that the Council could, 
in other words, accept his resolution with this 
one exception, that he was asking for the basic 
terms which he had stressed to be put clearly 
and simply before the Minister, so that the 
latter should see that there was no possibility 
of compromise on them: that their acceptance 
was fundamental. That was the whole point of 
his resolution, 

As to the points of view expressed by Mr. 
Matthews, Major Kirk and Mr. Steele-Bodger, 
he was in complete agreement with the import- 
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ance of directing the Minister’s attention to 
the necessity for incorporating all municipal 
veterinary officers in the whole-time scheme, 
but that was all in the N.V.M.A, scheme, and 
he was not going over that. While the profes- 
sion must uphold its position in these matters, 
in his opinion they were secondary to that 
fundamental fact, their professional liberty and 
existence. Therefore he would ask Mr. Matthews 
if he would be good enough to allow the Presi- 
dent to incorporate that as a very important 
subsidiary, but it was not basic. 

Finally, with reference to the views expressed 
by Dr. Wooldridge, he would summarise this 
speech as being a most able declaration on 
how they should act were the Minister to refuse 
their basic terms. He (Dr. Hare) was not going 
so far as that for the moment, and he would 
ask the Council not to go as far as that, though 
he quite agreed with Dr. Wooldridge that they 
would have to do that should the Minister 
refuse. Taking Mr. Male, again, the Minister 
might be a very clever man—he had no doubt 
that he was—but he was a politician and he 
did not want a hive of hornets about his head: 
many big animals could be disturbed by most 
insignificant hornets and he would suggest that 
the Minister, as a statesman, would realise that 
if he received a letter in the terms that he (the 
speaker) had the privilege of moving, he would 
realise, as a sensible man, that the veterinary 
profession were united on those very basic 
terms. On all other matters they were prepared 
to compromise, to fit in with the Minister’s 
scheme as best they could, but on that basic 
scheme, no compromise. Having received that 
clear definition he must decide either to take 
the risk of offending them and having the ill- 
will of the profession the length of the country, 
or, alternatively, of trying to meet them. His 
own anticipation was that, on receipt of such 
a letter, the Minister would call the negotiating 
committee to hear and consider his answer. If 
the Minister accepted, well and good; if he 
refused, then the Association had got to attend 
to what Dr. Wooldridge had said. He had got 
perfect faith and confidence in the President 
and the other men who were doing that work 
for the Association. They were now in posses- 
sion of the machinery for making their terms 
clear to the Minister and they had _ the 
machinery for action on hearing the Minister’s 
reply to their basic terms, so he thought they 
could cover all that had been put forward by 
just a slight addition to his primary resolution. 

Mr. MALE said that he was going to add to 
the secondary resolution that Captain Barker 
had proposed, that a letter be sent to the 
Ministry—not necessarily Mr, Matthews’ letter. 
Like Dr. Hare he thought there were certain 
points in that letter which might be left out. 
He was in agreement that a letter be written. 

Mr. CHIPPERFIELD now suggested that it would 


be a good course if the movers and seconders 
of the resolutions and chief speakers deliberated 
together on the terms of the letter to be sent 
to the Minister, Council adjourning while this 
was being drafted. 

The PRESIDENT gave it as his opinion, amid 
applause, that until a reply to that letter was 
received they should not talk about banning or 
describing in any detail the action which the 
Association should take. He thought, if they 
were in general agreement with that, that there 
was a good deal to be said for Mr. Chipperfield’s 
suggestion, 

Mr. STEELE-BopGER asked if the President 
proposed to reply in detail to the points in the 
Minister’s letter. The Minister definitely—and 
he would say this advisedly—had misinterpreted 
the points raised in the President’s letter: he 
side-tracked them altogether. 

The PRESIDENT said that it was really his 
intention to reply in detail to the Minister's 
letter, if it were decided that he should do so, 
but he thought that in the new situation that 
had arisen they should adopt a fresh line. 

Mr. said that when they 
raised those points at the deputation the Chief 
Veterinary Officer said quite categorically that 
they were ridiculous. That appeared to be the 
attitude of the members of their own profession 
with whom they had got to deal. 

Dr. Woo.LprIDGE said that he thought that 
it would be as well if, before they dispersed, 
they had that issue of banning clearly before 
them. He was not one who normally refused to 
co-operate: he always advocated co-operation 
until it became impossible. Many considered 
that that was the position in which the Associa- 
tion was now placed. They had tried and tried, 
as a negotiating committee, to co-operate. They 
had repeatedly drawn the attention of the 
ministerial officers to the unfortunate way in 
which they were being treated, but they never 
made any progress. Many thought that one 
opportunity of advising members of the profes- 
sion not to join thé State Service had been 
missed: they had one and only one other 
opportunity of tendering such advice. This last 
opportunity was coming within a few days and 
it was the duty of the members of the Council 
to decide. Such advice shoutd not be given 
lightly and they should only take such a course 
if they felt it to be in the interest of the public. 
But if, after deep consideration, it was felt 
that it was their.duty to use even this weapon 
to ensure a service which would carry out the 
scheme effectively then they ought to take it. 
The Council must not shirk its responsibilities, 
it must exercise its judgment and make a 
decision, 

Dr. STABLEFORTH observed, with regard to 
Mr. Matthews’ proposition, that he thought it 
would make a great difference in considering its 
acceptance if the meeting knew whether it was 
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in a position to take drastic action. That 
profession had never before been at the parting 
of the ways so much as it was now. The Council 
were the people who had to take the responsi- 
bility and they must consider it in its fullest 
implications. 

The Presipenr said that he thought the 
Council should take no drastic action without 
taking legal opinion. In his view, however, it 
was not so much a question of deciding what 
action they should take as of deciding what 
should be incorporated in the letter of reply to 
the Minister. 

Major Kirk strongly supported the Presi- 


dent’s view concerning the desirability of 
obtaining legal opinion. 
Mr. Bywarer informed the Council that 


recently he was at a small gathering which 
included a number of members of the veterinary 
profession, most of them whole-time men, either 
county or municipal officers. There were also 
present some rather eminent members of the 
medical profession, more especially members of 
the Society of Medical Officers of Health, and 
one eminent member of that Society stated that 
his Society was gravely disturbed at the anxiety 
prevailing among veterinary officers at this 
juncture and that the Society of Medical 
Officers of Health would do all they could in 
Parliament and elsewhere to see that any in- 
justices which were likely to occur during the 
transfer of officers should be prevented. He 
(Mr. Bywater) proposed, therefore, that a letter 
be sent to the Society of Medical Officers of 
Health, forwarding a copy of the letter which 
the Association were sending to the Minister of 
Agriculture, and asking for their support. 

Major Kirk enquired if, in the Association's 
reply to the Minister, in place of the paragraph 
stating what drastic action would be taken, 
they could not say that unless a satisfactory 
reply was received the Association would con- 
sider what other measures might be taken? 

The Presipent: “ Yes, and in the meantime 
take legal advice.” 

Dr. Hare said with reference to Mr. 
Matthew's letter he should like to make a few 
comments to clear the air. He believed Mr. 
Beckett to be perfectly right: the only essential 
contribution Mr. Matthews had made was the 
suggestion that the President should draw the 
attention of the Minister to conditions pertain- 
ing to the employment of the municipal veter- 
inary officers. (‘ No, no.”’) He had taken it 
down: “The transfer of officers from local 
authorities and the appointment of new staff.” 
Mr. Matthews’ letter did not define the basic 
principles affecting the whole profession. 
Furthermore, he took exception to the Associa- 
tion’s trying to write a sermon or homily to the 
Minister of Agriculture: a great deal of further 
time should be devoted to the drafting of that 


—— 


letter—inost of it was redundant: a good deal 
of it was rather facetious. It might be mis- 
chievous. Certainly to tell the Minister of 
Agriculture what they proposed to do should he 
not accept their terms rather reminded him of 
the position created by two opposing armies. 
It was beyond his historical knowledge of 
military affairs that there had ever been any 
occasion on which the respective commanders- 
in-chief of two opposing armies had met over 
a glass of sherry to tell one another how they 
were going to wage war on one another. That 
was not tactics: he did not understand it as 
strategy; it certainly was not diplomacy. (A 
MemBer: “ It is not a state of war.) They had 
been made conscious of the fact that they were 
approaching a state of war very succinctly by 
Dr. Wooldridge, and he was in a position to 
know. Might he recall to them the fact that 
they were not doing more than put their basic 
terms before the Minister: they were using no 
threat. As he had stated, the essential thing 
was to let the Minister know clearly and simply 
what their basic terms were: the Minister 
would tell them either that he accepted them 
or that he rejected them. When they knew 
what action he preferred to take, then he (Dr. 
Hare) suggested, the Council should meet again 
and consider the proper action they should take 
In reply. By all means let them prepare them- 
selves on the lines Dr. Wooldridge had _ pro- 
pounded, but let them keep them up their 
sleeves—don’t say a word to the Minister. 
Therefore he did ask Mr. Matthews, once again, 
to incorporate in his (Dr. Hare’s) resolution a 
formula which, if the Council was agreeable, 
would draw the Minister’s attention to the posi- 
tion of the municipal officers. But the basic 
thing was the preservation of the liberty upon 
which the veterinary profession had been built, 
namely, that there should be complete liberty of 
contract between the owner of the stock and his 
veterinary surgeon in the curative and preven- 
tive treatment of disease. That basic fact 
determined the whole of their attitude. 

The PRESIDENT now observed that he thought. 
after what Dr. Hare had said, and to some 
extent in spite of what he had said, the Council 
should accept Mr. Chipperfield’s suggestion. 

Dr. WooLpRIDGE said that before the Council 
adjourned for the purpose of final decision, he 
would like to put the following resolution :— 

“That this Council is of opinion that it is 
undesirable, at the moment, to advise whole- 
time veterinary officers not to join the Cen- 
tralised Service.” They must have a decision 
before those charged with the duty of drafting 
a letter to the Minister set about their task. 

The PreEsIDENT observed that he thought that 
those who were drafting the letter knew quite 
well that, in the event of the receipt from the 
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A Specious Plea of 
Dignity 

OR many months we have waited patiently 

for disclosure of the plans of the national 
campaign about to be instituted against animal 
diseases. The co-ordination of the greater part, 
and eventually the whole, of the Public Health 
Veterinary Services under one control, is the 
greatest potential development the profession 
has experienced this century, and naturally we 
are anxious, 

The proposals relating to establishment have 
not so far been marked by that generosity of 
treatment we were led to expect and it must 
be admitted that the relationship between the 
representatives of the N.V.M.A. and of the 
Ministry is strained. Some of the reasons for 
such an unhappy situation have been noted in 
this journal and readers will be able to judge 
for themselves between what are now two 
parties to a dispute. While we are firm in our 
belief in the wisdom and justice of the policy 
indicated at some length (in our last issue), 
we are very anxious not to allow differences 
of opinion to endanger the success of the even- 
tual operations. There remain, of course, any 
matters still to be disclosed on which we hope 
to find the Ministry and the profession in 
accord, 

Lack of information inevitably leads to 
rumour and misunderstanding and we should 
willingly throw our columns open the 
Minister or his advisers for the broadcasting 
of news and statements relating to the scheme, 
With the object of dispelling some of the clouds 
of discontent, the President on the 5th instant 
extended an invitation to the Ministry to send 
an accredited representative to meet the Council 
and make a pronouncement on future plans, It 
will come as a surprise to our readers to learn 
that this opportunity to restore confidence was 
refused on the general ground that in view of 
recent criticism in this journal, acceptance 
would not be in keeping with the dignity of the 
Ministry. 

In the strong belief that expression of view, 
honestly held, is in the public interest, we cannot 
admit such censure and censorship are 


implied in the refusal, Nor can we sympathise 
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with so delicate a departmental dignity. The 
Council hazarded its own dignity in making a 
friendly gesture and suffered a rebuff. The 


implied attitude that judgment, honesty of 
purpose and = dignity, are bureaucratic 


monopoly, is not one to which we can subscribe 
nor allow to pass unchallenged, 


Mortality Among Young 
Stock 


HE paper published elsewhere in this issue 

on “ Foal Mortality” by Mr. Lang, might 
also serve to draw attention to losses arising 
from deaths among young stock of other species. 
The present high average death-rate among 
calves, young pigs and lambs, is a matter for 
grave concern, and it is feared that on many 
farms the attitude of philosophical complacency 
on the part of owners is one of the principal 
factors which militate against the taking of 
steps to reduce the loss. A proportion of deaths 
among young animals has come to be regarded 
in the light of a sine qua non of breeding, and 
when a heavier-than-usual death-rate occurs it 
frequently does not unduly disturb the equan- 
imity of the farmer. He expects it to be less 
in a subsequent year. In consequence, the rate 
of young animal mortality has crept up and up, 
with an insidiousness which has passed almost 
unnoticed, until among some species it has 
reached alarmingly high figures. In the absence 
of specific surveys, it is almost difficult to reach 
precise conclusions, but there is already evi- 
dence that among young pigs, lambs and poultry 
in particular, there is an annual loss of at least 
15 to 20 per cent., while in some years the 
figures are much higher. 


Specific conditions, such as white scour, joint- 
or navel-ill, lamb dysentery, parasitism, ete., 
undoubtedly account for some of this loss. 
Climatic inclemencies, snowstorms, late winters 
with deficient grass, long spells of cold, wet 
weather, cold east winds, and so on, lower 
vitality and are indirectly responsible for 
further loss, while accidents of one kind or 
another account for a further death-rate. 
These, however, do not account for all the 
mortality, though they may be to blame in 
different seasons for the increased number of 
deaths. 


Underlying all these there is a basie death- 
rate among all classes of farm livestock which 
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has as its principal cause’ unsatisfactory 
management, in one form or another. This does 
no credit to our system of livestock production. 
Though everyone may not agree with Mr. Lang’s 
proposals, we can compliment him on being an 
enthusiast, and the sceptics among us might do 
well to postpone criticism until he has an 
opportunity to publish further results. In the 
meantime, the enormous importance which is 
attached to ante-natal nutrition, exercise, and 
general hygiene in the human subject, might 
well serve to cause us to consider whether there 
are not also numerous faults urgently demand- 
ing correction in the hygiene and management 
of the pregnant animal. This is another in- 
stance of the widening scope and importance of 
the veterinarian in livestock production, which 
has been stressed in our columns on previous 
occasions, and which we shall have opportunity 
to emphasise again in future. 

It seems to us that in the course of his daily 
round the general practitioner might well 
accumulate data by questioning his clients 
regarding mortality in young stock. This might 
well serve to convince himself and his clients 
of the magnitude of the loss, and serve as a 
basis for the discussion of whatever further 
measures are indicated. 


WORLD’S SHEEP POPULATION 


According to the provisional estimates of 
1936-37, Australia has 112,200,000 sheep; India 
approximately 50,000,000; Union of South Africa 
41,000,000; New Zealand 30,100,000; United 
Kingdom 25,000,000; Canada 3,400,000; Irish Free 
State 3,100,000; Kenya 3,200,000; Basutoland 
1,300,000, and other Empire countries 14,300,000, 
making a total estimate of 283,700,000 sheep in 
the British Empire. The United States ' is 
estimated to have 52,000,000 sheep, the Soviet 
Union 64,000,000; Argentina 40,300,000; Uruguay 
22,000,000; Roumania 14,800,000; Brazil 
13,000,000; France 9,800,000; Italy 8,900,000, and 
Germany 4,300,000. Together with the other 
countries outside the British Empire, the total of 
441,400,000 sheep is obtained, making a grand 
total for the world of 725,100,000 sheep. 

The Empire output for wool is estimated at 
1,853,000,000 pounds for 1936-37, as follows: 
Australia, 1,010,000,000 pounds greasy basis; New 
Zealand 304,000,000 pounds; Union of South 
Africa 272,000,000 pounds; United Kingdom 
108,000,000 pounds; Canada 19,200,000 pounds; 
and Irish Free State, 17,600,000; other Empire 
countries 122,700,000 pounds,—N. Brit, Agric. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL, N.V.M.A. 
(Continued from page 92.) 


Minister of a refusal to meet the Association, 
it was the intention of the Council that some 
drastic action should be taken—this without 
exactly signifying what that action should be. 

The Council now adjourned for the space of 
half-an-hour. 

On the resumption, the PRESIDENT said that he 
thought the Special Committee who were draft- 
ing the letter had now concluded its labours. 

Dr. Hare, on behalf of the Special Com- 
mittee, now read to the Council a reply to the 
Minister which had been drafted in the interim. 

[This letter was sent to the Minister on 
January Ist, 1988, as follows :— 


Agriculture Act, 1937 (Part IV) 


Sir,—The N.V.M.A., at an Emergency Meeting 
of their Council held on December 23rd, heard 
with regret of your letter of December 22nd; 
they, nevertheless, venture to stress the urgent 
necessity for a further meeting with yourself 
as it would appear that a difference of opinion 
may have been created and accordingly that 
avoidable difficulties may in future occur, either 
through the Ministry failing fully to apprehend 
the nature of the objections put forward by the 
N.V.M.A. or through the latter failing fully to 
appreciate the reasons formulated’ by the 
Ministry. The Council of the N.V.M.A, at the 
moment hold the very decided view that the 
necessary conditions antecedent to the successful 
implementing of the Agriculture Act, 1937, Part 
IV, have not as yet been obtained and accord- 
ingly, and with every respect, in case their 
views may have been misinterpreted, reaffirm 
as their considered opinion, that the following 
points should apply as the basic principles of 
any policy that is to prove successful and bene- 
ficial to the community as a whole, in respect 
of this particular enactment:— 

(1) The permanent inclusion of private 
practitioners (i.e., Ms.R.C.V.S.) in the 
Service. 

(2) Freedom of choice by the stock-owner 
of the practitioner to be employed. 

(3) An invitation to all existing whole-time 
veterinary surgeons employed by local 
authorities to accept appointment in the 
Service. Sec. 19 (3) of the Act would 
seem to supply the necessary machinery. 

(4) The creation of an Arbitration Board 
for the purpose of dealing with any 
question that might arise between the 
Ministry veterinary surgeons 
employed. 

The Council of the N.V.M.A. appreciate the 
inconvenience of settling points of detail by 
correspondence or even by deputations, and it 
occurs to them that if a representative Advisory 
Committee could be appointed to settle questions 
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of detail as they arose, it would be possible 
for the Act to operate as from April Ist next. 

The request for a further interview is made 
solely in the hope of clearing up difficulties 
that obviously still exist, and which it should 
not be impossible to solve, and the Council feel 
that it would be a catastrophe for the com- 
munity as a whole if the successful operation 
of the Act should in any way be prejudiced by 
any lack of understanding upon either side in 
the preliminary negotiations between those who, 
after all, are vitally concerned with the working 
of the Act.] 


The PReEsIDENT said: “ You have heard the 
proposed letter. The reference to Section 19, 
paragraph (3) of the Act is as follows :— 


“For the purpose of enabling local authorities 
to discharge their functions in relation to public 
health, arrangements shall be made by the 
Minister with the approval of the Treasury for 
placing the services of veterinary inspectors at 
the disposal of such authorities, subject to pay- 
ment by them of any fee chargeable under this 
section, and the arrangements shall make pro- 
vision as to the procedure by which = such 
services are to be applied for by local authorities 
and generally as to the manner in which veter- 
inary inspectors and the officers of local 
authorities are to co-operate in the execution of 
their functions under the arrangements.” 


Mr. STEELE-BovGER formally moved “ That a 
letter couched in these terms be sent to the 
Minister of Agriculture.” 

After further discussion, it was agreed that 
the letter be submitted to the Association’s 
Solicitor for final drafting, in consultation with 
the President. 

It was further agreed that the correspond- 
ence which had passed between the Minister 
and the Association’s Consultative Committee 
be published in the Veterinary Record and that 
if the Editorial Committee wished, for purposes 
of publication, to amplify the report of the 
Consultative Committee by quoting from other 
documents, it be empowered to do so, subject to 
the proviso that permission from the Ministry 
be obtained before publication was made of 
material from documents in the A.A./D.A: 
series, 

The meeting concluded with the passing of a 
hearty vote of thanks to the President for his 
conduct of the proceedings. 


* * * 
MEETING OF THE CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE 


At a meeting of the Special Consultative 
Committee held at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, 
on Tuesday, January 4th, 19388, there were 
present: the President (Captain Donald 
Campbell) in the chair, Mr. 8S. G. Abbott, 
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Captain J. R. Barker, Mr. H. W. Dawes, Major 
Brennan DeVine, Major J. G. McGregor, Mr. 
H. T. Matthews and Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger. 

Apologies for absence were received from the 
Hon. Secretary (Captain J. R. Rider) and Dr. 
W. R. Wooldridge. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct. 

Arising out of the minutes, a reply was _ re- 
ceived from the Ministry of Agriculture with 
regard to a circular issued by a county council 
to holders of licences under the Milk (Special 
Designations) Order, 1936, in that county, con- 
taining the names of certain veterinary surgeons 
approved by the county council for carrying out 
veterinary work under that Order. In_ this 
reply the Ministry stated that these arrange- 
ments were of a temporary nature and had no 
connection with the proposed panel of part- 
time inspectors for employment by the Ministry 
for work arising under Part IV of the Agricul- 
ture Act, 1937. 

In view of definite information on the point 
being lacking, it was agreed to enquire of the 
Ministry whether the inspection of accredited 
herds in England and Wales and of standard 
herds in Scotland were functions to be taken 
over by the Centralised Veterinary Service. 

Correspondence.—Letters were laid before the 
committee, as follows :— 

(i) From the Hon. Secretary of the 
Association, with reference to the matters 
to be brought before the meeting. 

(ii) From the Parliamentary Science 
Committee and certain Members of Parlia- 
ment promising assistance in any way open 
to them as individual Members of Parlia- 
ment. 

LETTER FROM MINISTER) OF AGRICULTURE, 
DECEMBER 22ND.—It was reported that 
the letter agreed upon at the Emergency Meet- 
ing of Council had been sent to the Minister of 
Agriculture after being re-drafted by the 
Solicitor. A copy was*read to the committee, 
together with a letter from Mr. Langley. 

With regard to the proposed detailed reply 
to the Minister’s letter, the committee resolved 
to recommend to the Council that this should 
take the form of a statement in the Veterinary 
Record. 

PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT.—Communications in 
this connection were submitted from Mr. David 
Brown and Mr. J. W. Hall Masheter, the last- 
named’s letter being passed on to the Council. 

The committee felt unable to make any 
further recommendations with regard to part- 
time work until details of the Ministry’s 
proposals were available, and it was agreed 
that the matter be held in abeyance while 
another effort was made to obtain this informa- 
tion, as it had already been promised by the 
Ministry. 
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It was arranged, however, that when the 
committee were in a position to proceed with 
the consideration of this part of the scheme, 
the case for the employment of the practitioner 
and that of the municipal veterinary officer 
should be taken together. Also, that further 
attention should then be given to the claims of 
approved veterinary and other laboratories for 
employment by the Ministry in a_ part-time 
capacity. 

PROPOSAL THAT A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
MINISTRY SHOULD ADDRESS A SPECIAL MEETING 
or Councit.—Upon hearing that the President 
had arranged an interview with Mr. Vandepeer, 
the committee agreed to his suggestion that Mr. 
Vandepeer or another representative of the 
Ministry be invited to attend a Special Meeting 
of the Council and give an address on the 
Ministry’s proposals, with the object of remov- 
ing the doubt and apprehension which prevail 
and thus restoring a better atmosphere. 

SUGGESTED APPOINTMENT OF AN ACCREDITED 
REPRESENTATIVE.—The committee reconsidered 
a letter from Mr. Steele-Bodger urging that an 
accredited representative of the Association 
should reside almost permanently in London, or 
within easy access, so as to be available for 
consultations with the Ministry or other bodies, 
and suggesting, as a temporary measure, that 
the President should be urged to accept this 
duty forthwith, and that the Association bear 
the cost. 

The President informed the committee that 
while it would not be possible for him to fall in 
with the suggestion, he would undertake to 
make himself as available as possible for con- 
sultations in London. 

OTHER Marrers.—The consideration of other 
matters on the agenda was postponed until the 
committee had information as to the intentions 
of the Ministry with regard to them. 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 


The undermentioned have been published 
recentl Copies can be purchased through any 
bookseller, or directly from Stationery 
Office, at the following addresses: London: 
Adastral House, and 28, Abing- 
don Street, S.W.1 Cardiff: 1, St. Andrew’s 
Crescent; Manchester: York Street; Edinburgh: 
120, George Street. 
Price Post 
net free 
‘a & 
COMMAND PAPERS: 

{5628} Local Government and 

Public Health Consolidation 

Committee (Chairman, Lord 

Addington). Third Interim 

Report. December 17th, 1937 1 0 
(5629! Local Government and 

Public Health Consolidation 

Committee. Draft of a Food 

and Drugs Bill, 

the committee ‘ 1 6 1 8 
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AGRICULTURE ACT, 1937 


CORRESPONDENCE BEFORE THE CON- 
SULTATIVE COMMITTEE, N.V.M.A. 


Third Request for Interview with Minister 
Refused 


At the time of going to press, the important 
items of correspondence reproduced below are 
being considered by the Consultative Comittee, 
N.V.M.A., 

In accordance with the policy of the 
* National,” we publish them for ihe informa- 
tion of our readers. 


F. Knight, Esq., 
General Secretary, N.V.M.A., 
36, Gordon Square, 
London, 
Dear Mr. Knight, 

As arranged, I called at 7, Whitehall Place, on 
Wednesday morning, to see Mr. Vandepeer. | 
was received by him and Sir John Kelland. 

I referred to the Agriculture Act and the 
unfortunate stage which the negotiations between 
the Ministry and our Association had reached, 
the strained relations which existed, and the 
disquiet regarding their future which was felt 
by many of our members. It was our desire, 
I said, in the interests of the scheme and of 
all concerned in it, to bring about a more 
harmonious state of affairs and a better under- 
standing on both sides. I was, therefore, 
empowered to invite Mr. Vandepeer, or another 
representative of the Ministry to attend a speci- 
ally convened meeting of our Council, and give 
an address on the Ministry’s proposals, Accept- 
ance of this would perhaps do more than 
anything else to remove the doubt and appre- 
hension which prevail among us. The suggestion 
was put forward as a contribution towards 
restoring a better atmosphere. 

The Ministry’s representatives were quite 
emphatic in declining the invitation. The reason 
they gave was that the tone of some of the 
articles which had recently appeared in the 
Veterinary Record, and which they described as 
scurrilous and without precedent in their experi- 
ence of negotiations, gave them no alternative. 
Acceptance, they said, would not accord with the 
dignity of the Ministry. 

Mr. Vandepeer and Sir John Kelland appeared 
to resent our action in requesting an interview 
with the Minister. They called that “ going over 
their heads,” and said it indicated that we had 
no desire to negotiate further with them. When 
an appeal to the Minister was made the other 
negotiations automatically stopped, pending the 
Minister’s reply. Normally they would not be 
resumed unless at our request. Mr. Vandepeer 
said that when they had proposals ready which 
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they would have wished to discuss with us it 
was now possible that they would notify us, 
and then it would be for us to say if we wanted 
to have further consultation. 

I expressed regret that they had not fallen in 
with the suggestion I had made, since T still 
thought that acceptance would have done much 
to ease the tension, 

I am, 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) DONALD CAMPBELL, 
President. 
70, Greystone Avenue, 
Rutherglen. 
January 6th, 1938. 


The Rt. Hon. W. S. Morrison, M.c., M.P., 
Minister of Agriculture, 
10, Whitehall Place, 
S.W.1. 


AGRICULTURE Act, 1937 (PART IV) 
Sir, 
The N.V.M.A., at an Emergency Meeting of 
their Council, held on December 23rd, heard with 
regret of your letter of December 22nd; they 
nevertheless venture to stress the urgent neces- 
sity for a further meeting with yourself as it 
would appear that a difference of opinion may 
have been created and accordingly that avoid- 
able difficulties may in future occur, either 
through the Ministry failing fully to apprehend 
the nature of the objections put forward by the 
N.V.M.A. or through the latter failing fully to 
appreciate the reasons formulated” by the 
Ministry. The Council of the N.V.M.A. at the 
moment hold the very decided view that the 
necessary conditions antecedent to the successful 
implementing of the Agriculture Act, 1937, Part 
IV, have not as yet been obtained and accord- 
ingly, and with every respect, in case their views 
may have been misinterpreted, reaffirm as their 
considered opinion, that the following points 
should apply as the basic principles of any 
policy that is to prove successful and beneficial 
to the community as a whole, in respect of this 
particular enactment :— 


1. The permanent inclusion of private practi- 


tioners (i.e., Ms.R.C.V.S.) in the Service. 

2. Freedom of choice by the stock-owner of 
the practitioner to be employed. 

3. An invitation to all existing whole-time 
veterinary surgeons employed by local 
authorities to accept appointment in the 
Service. Sec. 19 (3) of the Act would 
seem to supply the necessary machinery. 

and 

4. The creation of an Arbitration Board for 
the purpose of dealing with any ques- 
tion that might arise between the 
Ministry and_ veterinary surgeons 
employed. 


The Council of the N.V.M.A. appreciate the 
inconvenience of settling points of detail by 
correspondence or even by deputations and it 
occurs to them that if a representative Advisory 
Committee could be appointed to settle questions 
of detail as they arose, it would be possible for 
the Act to operate as from April Ist next. 

The request for a further interview is made 
solely in the hope of clearing up difficulties that 
obviously still exist and which it should not be 
impossible to solve, and the Council feel that it 
would be a catastrophe for the community as a 
whole if the successful operation of the Act 
should in any way be prejudiced by any lack 
of understanding upon either side’ the 
preliminary negotiations between those who, 
after all, are vitally concerned with the working 
of the Act. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) DONALD CAMPBELL, 
President. 


36, Gordon Square, 
London, W.C.1. 
January 1st, 1938. 


Captain Donald Campbell, M.Rr.c.v.s., 
National Veterinary Medical Association 
of Great Britain and Ireland, 
36, Gordon Square, 
London, W.C.1. 


AGRICULTURE ACT, 1937 
Parr IV-——DISEASES OF ANIMALS 


Dear Sir, 

I am desired by Mr. Morrison to say that he 
has now had an opportunity of considering your 
letter of January Ist reiterating the request of 
your Association for anv interview with himself 
for the purpose of removing difficulties which 
in their view have arisen, and for discussing 
certain points of principle to which your Associa- 
tion attach importance. As regards the first and 
third of the four points enumerated in your 
letter, the Minister desires me to say that there 
is nothing he can add at this stage to the state- 
ments made by himself and other Ministers in 
Parliament, by officers of the Ministry at dis- 
cussions with your Consultative Committee, and 
in my letter of December 22nd. The second 
and fourth points appear to Mr. Morrison to be 
incompatible with the exercise of full discretion 
by the Minister responsible to Parliament for the 
efficiency of the State Veterinary Service, and 
he feels that no useful purpose would be served 
by discussing proposals which would involve 
a complete departure from constitutional prin- 
ciples of such importance, 
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For these reasons, and after giving careful 
consideration to the statements which have 
appeared in the Veterinary Record, Mr. Morrison 
is confirmed in his view that the interview 
desired by your Association would serve no use- 
ful purpose; he has conveyed to you his views 
on the points of principle raised in your letters, 
and if your Association has opinions to express 
on the detailed proposals which are being 
formulated there is open to you the method of 
discussion between your Consultative Committee 
and representatives of the Ministry. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) H. J. Jouns, 
Private Secretary. 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
10, Whitehall Place, 
London, S.W.1. 
January 12th, 1938. 


D. E. Vandepeer, Esq., 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
7, Whitehall Place, 
London, S.W.1. 


Dear Mr. Vandepeer, 

The Consultative Committee of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association, in their discus- 
sions on Part IV of the Agriculture Act, have 
found themselves at a disadvantage in having to 
consider the Ministry’s proposals in separate 
aspects, without having before them a compre- 
hensive statement of the scheme as a _ whole, 
with all or most of its parts in due perspective. 
It is felt that by this time the plans for putting 
the Act into operation must have reached a 
considerable degree of completeness and I am, 
therefore, directed to ask if you will be good 
enough to let the Association have, as far as it 
is possible and at as early a date as possible, 
such a statement as I have referred to above. 

I am, 
Yours faithfully, 
DONALD CAMPBELL, | 
President. 
70, Greystone Avenue, 
Rutherglen. 
January 10th, 1938. 


Captain D. Campbell. 
Dear Sir, 

Mr. Vandepeer has shown to Sir Donald 
Fergusson your letter of January 10th, asking to 
be supplied with a comprehensive statement on 
the Ministry’s proposals under Part IV of the 
Agriculture Act. Sir Donald has kept in close 
touch with the consultations and correspondence 
between your Association and the Ministry and 
has followed the statements which have appeared 
during recent weeks in the Veterinary Record, 
and he desires me to say that he would be glad 


if you and a few of your leading colleagues 
could come to see him before discussions are 
resumed between your Consultative Committee 
and the Ministry. A convenient time for the 
meeting, which Sir Donald suggests should be as 
soon as possible, might perhaps be agreed over 
the telephone. 
Yours faithfully, 
W. C. TAME, 
Private Secretary. 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
10, Whitehall Place, 
London, S.W.1. 
January 17th, 1938. 


ABSTRACTS 


| Brucella abortus in Horses. Deem, A. M. (1937.) 

J. Inf. Dis, 61, 21-25.] 

Blood sera from 189 horses attending a 
veterinary clinic were tested for agglutinins to 
Br. abortus and the following results are 
reported. 

Fistulous Withers or Poll-evil—Thirty-four 
cases were examined and 28 (82°83 per cent.) 
gave positive reactions, 

Conditions Other Than Above.—One hundred 
and fifty-five cases were examined and 29 (187 
per cent.) gave positive reactions, 

Apparently Normal Horses.—One Aundred and 
three were examined and ten (97 per cent.) 
gave low positive reactions. 

| Vulvovaginitis of Swine. Puttar, E. M., and 

LEREw, W. M. (1937.) Aust. Vet. J. February, 

1987, 28-30.] 

Herds of pigs on the river flats in the moun- 
tainous regions of Central Victoria were 
reported to be affected with an inflammatory 
condition of the genitalia in females. Breeding 
sows were not affected; suckers and weaned 
females showed the condition in varying degrees 
to the stage of prolapse of the vagina. The 
condition is described as enlargement of the 
vulva, oedema of the labia vulvae, congestion 
of the mucosa, the lumen of the organ being 
filled with a thin catarrhal exudate, non- 
adherent to the mucous membrane. There was 
no tendency for the exudate to dry out as scabs, 
except to a slight extent on the long hairs near 
the ventral commissure. 

Attempts were made to transmit the disease 
to two large-white sows by vaginal implanta- 
tion of infected exudate, without success. Post- 
mortem examination of an affected animal 
revealed only congestion and oedema of the 
vulva from the exterior to the region of the 
external urethral orifice. The vaginal mucosa 
appeared normal, 
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An investigation of the ration showed weaned 
pigs to have been fed on skim milk, water and 
whole maize, the maize used being badly 
damaged by mould as it had been exposed to 
heavy rain just prior to picking on the farms 
in question. The trouble in the sows commenced 
shortly after the maize was first used and the 
only herds in the district affected were those 
fed on similar maize. Suckers were believed 
to have been affected from the sow’s milk as 
there may be slight enlargement of the 
mammary glands in affected gilts, 

No lesions were found in male pigs. The 
aetiology and pathology of the disease is obscure 
but American workers were able to reproduce 
the condition by feeding damaged = corn. 
Mortality is low. The active principle in the 
mouldy maize has not been identified, but it 
seems that some irritant substance is excreted 
without causing any inflammatory reactions in 
the genital organs with the exception of the 
vulva in young female pigs, D. J. A. 

* * * 


{Some Considerations Regarding the Health of 
Wild Animals in Captivity. Martinac.ia, G. 
(1937.) S. Afric. J. Sci. 33, 833-844. | 
After a brief introduction to the literature of 

this subject the author deals with some of the 

conditions which occur in the animals in the 

Johannesburg Zoological Gardens. One of the 

serious maladies is infection with Fusiformis 

necrophorus (the necrosis bacillus). It has a 

particularly destructive effect in wild antelopes 

and in 1933 the disease appeared in the gardens 
among the duikers and the next year it appeared 
among the steenboks. The buccal cavity includ- 
ing the gums, tongue, cheeks, head and _ soft 
palate and the naso-pharynx were primarily 
affected whilst later, often the bone was 
involved. The disease frequently terminated 
fatally with a pneumonia. Necrotic lesions were 
also seen, in the rumen and adjoining stomachs. 

The organism isolated from some of the cases 

corresponded in its characteristics with that 

given by other authors (Beveridge, 1934. J. Path. 

Bact. 38, 467-491). 

Tuberculosis is a common disease in most 
collections of wild animals which are kept in 
captivity but in the Johannesburg Zoological 
Gardens apparently it is rare. During the last 
eight years autopsies revealed only four cases 
of this disease; the animals infected were one 
giraffe, one monkey and two kudus. 

The mortality among birds appears to be 
mainly due to Clostridium botulinum C.—in 
Egyptian geese—and Salmonella typhi-murium in 
canaries and finches, 

Diseases due to protozoa have been rare and 
this is attributed to the absence of vectors 
such as ticks. 

Distemper occurred in silver jackals and ran 
a mild but protracted course. Distemper serum 
was given to 20 cases and all recovered except 
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two; these developed chorea and were 
destroyed, 

A disease similar to Stuttgart disease 
appeared among black-backed jackals. The 
main clinical symptoms were vomiting and 
ulceration of the gums and sides of the tongue. 
Smears from the intestinal mucosa showed the 
presence of miscellaneous organisms and a 
spirochaete. [Leptospira canicola is now con- 
sidered to be associated with similar conditions 
in the dog. ] 

The opinion is expressed, under the heading 
of parasitic diseases, that wild animals in 
‘aptivity rid themselves of most parasites, 
provided that the chances of reinfection are not 
favourable or the intermediate host is absent: 

A plea is made for the study of wild animals 
both in their natural state and in captivity, 
for much information may be gained regarding 
nutritional and pathological conditions from 
such a study. It is emphasised that post-mortem 
examinations should be made on all animals 
which die and as a precautionary measure a 
blood smear should always be made at a post- 
mortem examination in order to exclude anthrax. 


R. L. 
* * * * * 


| Infectious Laryngo-enteritis: A New Serious 

Disease of Cats in Germany. Kremes and 

SIEFRIED, (1936.) Tierdrstl. Rdsch. 42. 20. 

377-383. | 

An account of a serious new disease of cats 
in Germany. 

Symptoms.—There is a sudden refusal of food 
and a tendency to vomition. The animals have 
a peculiar characteristic cough. The body 
temperature rises and an increased thirst is 
noticed, Death follows in a deep coma. The 
incubation period is seven to eight days and 
the duration of the disease may be from a 
few hours to three days; the mortality is very 
high and eats of all ages are affected. 

Lesions.—The mucous membrane of the larynx 
is oedematous and congested and of a glassy 
appearance; in many cases fine, greyish-white 
membranes are found which are firmly adherent 
to the underlying tissue. The tonsils are 
enlarged and congested and the diphtheritic 
membrane may extend as far as the base of the 
tongue. Local haemorrhages are seen on the 
gastric mucous membrane. <A_ diphtheritic 
membrane is found in the ileum and may extend 
to the colon. The mesenteric lymph glands 
are greatly enlarged and oedematous, 

Differential Diagnosis.—In infectious gastro- 
enteritis, changes are never observed in the 
larynx and tonsils; also in this disease only 
young cats are affected, 

In cat distemper the gastric and intestinal 
changes are regularly of a catarrhal nature. 
Also conjunctivitis and rhinitis are symptoms 
of this condition. 

In cat diphtheria vomition is not seen and the 
intestinal changes do not occur, E, C. H. 
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REPORT 


Canada—Department of 


Agriculture 


REPORT OF THE VETERINARY DIRECTOR- 
GENERAL FOR 1936-37 


Canada is in the fortunate position that it 
is not subject to the devastating epizodtics, 
caused by foot-and-mouth and other diseases, 
that occur in Europe and elsewhere and so can 
give attention to the eradication of its two 
major diseases, namely, tuberculosis and 
contagious abortion. The country is now also 
free from dourine, rabies and sheep scab, 

In the campaign against tuberculosis the 
system as employed in the U.S.A. is adopted 
and already some 3,000,000 cattle are under 
the Department’s eradication scheme, The 
province of Prince Edward Island has already 
been accredited, also twelve counties in Quebec, 
six counties in New Brunswick, three counties 
and four townships in the county of Carleton 
and district of Kenora in the province of 
Ontaria, nine municipalities in Saskatchewan 
and three municipalities in Manitoba. There 
are about 590,000 cattle in these accredited 
areas, 

In the control policy for Bang’s disease 
approximately 1,600 herds have received atten- 
tion by the Department. Tests and advice are 
given free. The policy is one optional for the 
farmers but there has been evidence of increas- 
ing interest in it. 

There are three Divisions under the Director- 
General, namely, the Contagious Diseases 
Control Division, Meat and Canned Foods 
Division and the Pathological Division. The 
main work in the last Division is carried out 
at the Central Institute but there are branch 
laboratories dealing with special work. Soe 
idea of the magnitude of the routine duties of 
this Division is gained from the fact that 
309,164 specimens were examined during the 
year and over 2,000,000 doses of tuberculin in 
addition to other biological products prepared. 
The programme of research work was also 
heavy, but no results calling for special note 
are published in this report. 


“ The Scottish Farmer Album ” for 1938, which 
is obtainable from any bookseller at 2s. 6d. net, 
is a notably informative and pleasing production 
with many articles of interest not only to the 
stock owner but to the veterinarian in agricul- 
tural practice and a vast number of illustrations, 
many of them in colour. A great part of the 
Album is devoted as usual to the year’s reviews 
of the principal breeds of pedigree livestock. 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORT 


Lincolnshire and District 


V.M.A.” 


MAJOR W. TOWNSEND'S 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 

A meeting of the above Association was held 
at the Albion Hotel, Lincoln, on Thursday, 
October 14th, 1937. The President, Major C. W. 
Townsend, was in the chair and there were 
also present Mr. W. W. Lang, Dr. G. B. Brook 
and Mr. R. Hudson (honorary members), 
Messrs. A. N. Foster, T. J. Keall, A. Logan, 
R. Swaby, H. Walpole, C. Weighton, G. Eaton, 
T. Hicks, G. Gibson, R. W. Callaghan, J. Hill, 
S. B. Littler, M. R. MacFarlane, FE. Porter-Smith 
and W. Gibson (members), Messrs. R. H. 
Ewart, O. V. Gunning, W. A. Campbell, L. 
Auchterlonie, W. J. Ironside, EK. Marrison and 
H. C. Swann (visitors). 

Obituary.—The President spoke with regret 
of the death of Mr. H. Caulton Reeks, who had 
been a very active member of the Society for 
a great number of years. <All present stood for 
a moment in silence as a tribute of respect and 
regret. 

The minutes of the last meeting, having been 
published in the Veterinary Record, were taken 
as read and signed as correct by the President. 

Correspondence.—The following letters were 
read by the Secretary :— 

(1) From Editorial Representative, 
N.V.M.A., with reference to the publication in 
the Veterinary Record of papers presented at 
Divisional meetings. 

(2) From the Secretary, N.V.M.A., with 
reference to a resolution from the Royal Coun- 
ties Veterinary Medical Association approving 
the scale of fees laid down by the Ministry for 
the testing of commercial herds. 

(3) From Mrs. H. C. Reeks and family, 
thanking the Society for its letter of sympathy 
and wreath sent. 

Election of New Members.—On the proposi- 
tion of the President, seconded by Mr. T. Hicks, 
the following were unanimously elected mem- 
bers: Messrs. J. N. Glass (Melton Mowbray), 
L. A. Auchterlonie (Nottingham) and J. Godber 
(Newark). 

The President’s Address 

The Prestpent (Major C. W. Townsend) now 
gave his presidential address, as follows :— 

As I did not have the pleasure of being 
present at the Annual Meeting of this Society 
at Grantham in February last, also by reason 
of the fact that at our next meeting at Melton 
Mowbray in June we dispensed with the busi- 
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ness side of our work in favour of surgical 
demonstrations, this is the first opportunity IL 
have had of thanking the members of this 
Society for the honour they have done me in 
once again electing me their President for the 
coming year. I sincerely trust that, with the 
assistance of our able Secretary, who, I feel 
sure, will help me in every way, I will be able 
to carry out my duties to the satisfaction of 
your members. 

I believe, although I cannot find it in the 
rules of the Society, that it has been the custom 
in the past for the newly-elected President to 
give an address, 

I have been a member of this Society since 
19038, a period of 34 years—a long time in one’s 
life—-and was the President in 1914, previous 
to which I had been Secretary for several years. 
On looking through the present list of members 
I. unfortunately, can see the names of very 
few who were members at the time of my 
election: as far as I can see there are now only 
four—very few of us will remember the late 
Mr. Hunting attending as a visitor a meeting 
held at Peterborough. 

During the time I was your Secretary it was 
at my suggestion that the name of the Lincoln- 
shire Veterinary Medical Association was 
changed to the Lincolnshire and District V.M.A., 
the reason for this being that it was thought it 
might be the means of increasing its member- 
ship. When I ceased to be Secretary the Society 
had a membership of 46, and I hope that, during 
the coming year, every member will do his best 
to help the Secretary, to get this number once 
again, and also that each member will do his 
best to attend our meetings and make them 
successful—although I must admit that during 
recent years I have not been able to attend as 
frequently as I would have liked to have done. 

There is, I believe, no hard and fast rule as 
to the form an address of this kind shall take, 
but I think it is customary to take a brief retro- 
spective view of what one considers matters of 
importance concerning the welfare of our pro- 
fession. Speaking as a practitioner, I think that 
the majority of us are wondering what will 
eventually happen to us when the centralisation 
of veterinary services is fully established. To 
carry out this scheme ii the way it is proposed 
to do a large number of veterinary surgeons 
will be required, and I sincerely trust that in 
the process the hard-working practitioner will 
not be left out, but will be given a fair share of 
work. So far, we are told he will be allowed to 
do the tuberculin testing for clients under 
certain conditions, but I do hope other things 
will also come our way. 

I think all of us now realise that the practi- 
tioner’s work has entirely changed during the 
last 20 years. Mechanical traction has to a 
very large extent taken the place of horses, not 


! 


only in towns but also in agricultural districts ; 
it is, however, fortunate for us that other things 
have arisen to help the practitioner—I refer 
particularly to canine and feline work, both of 
which have increased to an enormous extent. 
I really do think that the general public are at 
last beginning to realise that they now have a 
very efficient all-round veterinary service. 

We are told that there is a plethora of 
students at the various veterinary colleges— 
more than has been known for a very long time. 
Years ago we would probably wonder what 
would happen to them all, but here again 
numerous openings and positions are open to 
us: posts are now available that years ago 
were seldom heard of, e.g., agricultural col- 
leges keep springing up, veterinary agricultural 
advisers have been appointed, the number of 
Colonial appointments is increasing, the majo- 
rity of the county councils have their own 
full-time veterinary staffs, there are some 
whole-time city veterinary oflicers, and research 
workers are employed at both private and 
Government institutions; moreover, several 
whole-time men are now employed in connection 
with greyhound racing, and recently the Jockey 
Club have appointed three veterinary surgeons 
to attend all race meetings, while several 
owners of thoroughbred studs are now employ- 
ing whole-time veterinary surgeons both in an 
advisory and a professional capacity. These are 
only a few instances to show that the younger 
graduates need have no fear of failure to find 
work. On the other hand, some of the work 
done by these whole-time men must necessarily 
reduce the ordinary work of a practitioner. 

There are several other topics I would like 
to have touched upon, particularly the sale of 
biological products to the general public, which 
I am certain is increasing enormously. I am 
not referring only to swine erysipelas serum 
and virus, which materials are being supplied 
extensively, particularly by one well-known firm 
of druggists, but also gnti-tetanus serum, anti- 
leptospira serum and other serums the public 
are now using. I have often wondered if the 
Medical Council would tolerate this state of 
things, and IT do hope every step will be taken 
either by the “ National ” or our present Council 
to restrict the sale and use of biological pro- 
ducts only to the veterinary profession. 

As we have a full agenda this afternoon I 
will not take up more time, but thank you again 
for making me your President and express the 
hope that the Society will have a successful 
year. 

Practical Demonstration.—The members now 
adjourned to the Abattoir, Lincoln, where Dr. 
G. B. Brook, F.R.c.v.s., gave a practical demon- 
stration on an aged cow, of the three mosi 
practical ways of collecting sputum from a cow 
in the field. These were as follows :-— 


7 


102. No, 4. VoL. 50. 


(1) Passing the sputum cup into the 
oesophagus, after wrapping the animal's 
mouth and nose in a waterproof sheet to 
cause coughing. 

(2) Passing a sputum collector directly 
into the trachea and bronchi through the 
mouth. 

(3) Inserting a small tracheotomy tube 
into the trachea after having incised the 
skin with a rowelling bistoury; a small 
swab attached to a thin wire was passed 
through the tube into the bronchi and on 
removal the swab was put into a sterile 
bottle and the wire cut off. 

Papers.—Upon resumption of the meeting at 
the Albion Hotel, two papers were presented 
and considered: (1) by Dr. G. B. Brook, 
entitled “ What is the Significance of Clinical 
Examination in the Control and Eradication of 
Bovine Tuberculosis? (2) by Mr. W. W. 
Lang, on “ Foal Mortality.” | Mr. Lang’s paper 
is reproduced, together with an addendum by 
Professor Miller and a report of the ensuing 
discussion, at the commencement of this issue 
of the Record; Dr. Brook’s paper has not, as 
yet, been received.—Editor. | 

The PRESIDENT, proposing a vote of thanks to 
Dr. Brook, said that clinical examination of 
cattle was not carried out enough in England 
and Dr. Brook's statistics proved that much 
could be done to eradicate tuberculosis in dairy 
cattle by the above methods. 

In seconding, Mr. T. Hicks said that Dr. 
Brook’s work had come to stay and it was up 
to them all to remember and act on that paper. 
He hoped Dr. Brook would come again and give 
them another lecture to keep them up to date. 
Mr. Hicks also stated that he thought post- 
graduate courses would be very helpful to all 
practitioners. 

Mr. LAanc said he was very grateful to Dr. 
Brook for his lecture and that he appreciated 
the amount of work that must have been done 
—he felt sure that this work would have a 
great importance in the future. : 

Following the presentation and discussion of 
Mr. Lang’s paper, the PRESIDENT proposed a 
vote of thanks to the essayist, which was 
seconded by the SecrRETARY, Who said that he 
knew the amount of work and trouble Mr. Lang 
had taken with his paper and that, in fact, he 
had motored 50 miles, bringing the copies of 
the paper to him, in order that they might be 
sent to all members before the meeting. 

Morbid Specimen.—Major Foster showed an 
enlarged cystic kidney taken from a pig that 
had died in transit. The pig was in very good 
bodily condition. 

Other Business —Owing to the shortage of 
time, the report of the delegate to the Royal 
Sanitary Institute Congress was held over. 

The meeting was then declared closed. 

Wa. Gipson, Hon. Secretary. 
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Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m. 


Jan. 26th—Meeting of the Section of Compar- 
ative Medicine, Royal Society of 
Medicine, 1, Wimpole Street, W.1, 
> p.m. 


Jan. 24th. 


Jan. 28th.—Annual Meeting and Dinner of the 
Royal Counties Division, N.V.M.A., 
at Reading. 


Jan. 2Sth.—Annual General Meeting of the 
Yorkshire Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Leeds, 8 p.m, 


Jan. 2S8th.—Royal (Dick) Veterinary -College, 
Annual Dance, 


Feb. 3rd.—R.C.V.S. Council Election: Voting 
papers issued to overseas members. 


Feb. 4th.—Meeting of the Sussex Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Brighton, 2.45 p.in, 


Aug. 21st-25th.—Thirteenth International Veter- 
inary Congress, Ziirich. 


Aug. 26th-27th.—Thirteenth International Veter- 
inary Congress, Interlaken. 


Sept. 5th-9th.—Annual Congress, N.V.M.A., at 


Glasgow. 
* * * * 
PERSONAL 
Retirement.—Mr. James M’Dougall, M.R.C.Vv.s., 


Dunolly, Helensburgh, who has retired from the 
position of veterinary inspector for Dumbarton- 
shire, is to receive a testimonial from the farmers 
in the county. Mr. M’Dougall is a native of the 
Helensburgh district and his father and grand- 
father were in the profession before him. 


Marriage.—MorFrett—LaiInG. On January 15th, 
1938, at Moseley, Birmingham, by the Rev. J. 
Kemp McKean, of the Presbyterian Church, 
Arthur James Moffett, M.B., F.R.c.s., elder son 
of Mr. A, J. Moffett, M.r.c.v.s., and the late Mrs. 
Moffett, Wellpark, Galway, to Isabella Murray, 
second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. Murray Laing, 
of Barnt Green, Birmingham. 


* * * * * 
R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Froop, John Lamb, 1.s.0., 1, The Mall, Surbiton, 
Surrey. Graduated London, July 10th, 1899. 
Died December 30th, 1937, aged 63 years. 

Mr. J. L. Frood was appointed as an Inspector 
to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries in 
February, 1903, rising to Divisional Inspector 
in 1920. Following appointment as veterinary 
officer (in Canada) under the Importation § of 
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Animals Act, in 1923, he was promoted to Super- 
intending Inspector in 1924. From 1927 to 1932 
Mr. Frood was employed as veterinary officer in 
the Argentine. He was retired on age grounds 
in March, 1934, and re-employed for a short 
period in 1937 as a temporary Inspector on foot- 
and mouth disease duty. 


Gipson, George Ernest, High Street, Oakham, 
Rutlandshire. Graduated New Edinburgh, May 
23rd, 1893. Died January 14th, 1938; aged 66 
years. 

Mr. G. E. Gibson, who was held in high regard 
for both his professional and personal qualities, 
was for 29 years Secretary of the Rutland 
Agricultural Society and for a number of years 
Secretary of the Cottesmore Hunt Hedge-cutting 
Society. He was a keen follower of the Cottes- 
more and a member of the Hunters’ Improvement 
and Light Horse Breeding Society. ; 

The Rutland Agricultural Society under his 
care grew steadily, and at the forthcoming annual 
meeting, the committee was to have recom- 
mended that Mr. Gibson be made a life member 
as a mark of appreciation and esteem. 


HerratTtT, John, 126, Holland Park Avenue, 
W.11. Graduated’ London, December 19th, 1929. 
Died January 6th, 1938; aged 42 years. 


Hopper, Archibald, Captain R.A.V.C. (R.O.), 
U.D.F., Federation Buildings, 44, Commissioner 
Street, Johannesburg, Transvaal, South Africa. 
Graduated Edinburgh, May 21st, 1898. Died 
November 30th, 1937. 

Captain Hodder, who died at Springs Hospital, 
Transvaal, was the son of the late Mr, William 
Hodder, of Kingston. han sie qualified as a 
veterinary surgeon at Edinburgh, he went durin 
the South African War to Cape Town, attache 
to the Royal Horse Artillery as a_ veterinar 
lieutenant. He was later promoted to the ran 
of captain. Following the cessation of hostilities 
he served for a time in a similar capacity in 
Baden-Powell’s Yeomanry. After some years of 
private practice in Johannesburg and upon the 
outbreak of the Great War, he was accepted for 
service in the Army Veterinary Department in 
the campaign against the Germans in East Africa. 

Combining literary work with his veterinary 
practice, he wrote on subjects relating to his 
rofession. At Edinburgh the Scottish Society 
or the Prevention of Crueity to Animals awarded 
him the first of three medals offered for an 
essay, which was afterwards published in “ The 
Animal World.” 

Captain Hodder also possessed considerable 
talent as an artist. He illustrated a popes which 
was read before the Royal Society of megs! 
and, in Africa, painted some 80 pictures of the 
scenery of that continent. 

He was of a vivacious, humorous tempera- 
ment, and though he left England many years 
ago is still remembered by many of his Kingston 
contemporaries. His twin brother, Mr. Herbert 
Hodder, is the organist of Kingston Presbyterian 


Church, 


MANUEL, James B., 40, Holly Walk, Leamington. 
Graduated Edinburgh, May 28th, 1889. ied 
January 10th, 1938; aged 69 years. , 

“Many Scottish livestock breeders will learn 
with regret of the death of Mr. J. B. Manuel, 
a leading veterinary surgeon,” says the Scotsman. 
“Mr, Manuel retired from practice some years 
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ago and went to reside at Leamington, where 
he was often consulted as to various matters 
concerning research regarding the elimination 
of bovine tuberculosis. He was a specialist in 
testing cattle for export, and was well known 
among Scottish agriculturists.” 


Pracey, Ernest, Cleeve Cottage, Beddington, 
Wallington, Surrey. Graduated ndon, Jul 
14th, 1898. Fellowship December 12th, 1903. 
Died January 6th, 1938; aged 64 years. 


Mr. Peacey entered the service of the Ministr 
of Agriculture and Fisheries as Inspector in 1899. 
From the year 1910 he acted as Veterinar 
Officer in Charge of Foreign Animal Whart, 
Deptford. Mr, Peacey was promoted to Divisional 
Inspector in 1920 and retired on age grounds 
in November, 1933. 


“ INDEPENDENT CRITICISM ” 


Under the above heading the Farmer and Stuck- 
breeder, of January 11th, publishes the following 
“Editor’s View” which, needless to say, we 
endorse entirely and which bears _ special 
significance for this journal, also, at this time: 


_ “Any newspaper, if it is to fulfil all its func- 
tions, must be more than a mere purveyor of 
news and information. The freedom of the Press 
to praise, appraise and criticise is a necessar 
instrument in progress, as well as the main bul- 
wark of our liberties as a people; and to exercise 
this important part of its duties a paper must be 
independent. 

“The Farmer and Stock-breeder is within a 
few years of its centenary. What was its control 
in its early years we do not know, but we do 
know that for half a century it has been entirely 
independent. 

“During that time it has applauded or 
criticised governments, government departments, 
agricultural societies, livestock societies, cham- 
bers of agriculture, National Farmers’ Union, and 
anything that has impinged on agriculture, with- 
out fear or favour. It may not have always been 
right, but criticism has been at least honest and 
intended to be constructive. 

_ “ We of to-day have no intention of surrender- 
ing this heritage. As always, we are anxious to 
hear every side and to let every side be heard, 
but we cannot accept apy supervision or dicta-- 
tion from any source whatever, either for 
ourselves or for any of our contributors. Certain 
circumstances suggest that we should make this 


perfectly clear.” 
* * * * * 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
MOVEMENTS OF OFFICERS 


Captain J. V. Tevlin sailed for India: on 
December 15th, 1937, for duty abroad. 

Major J. Robertson, who has been in this 
country on leave ex-India, joined for duty at 
Woolwich on December 29th, 1937. 

Major A. S. Lawrie has been re-employed for 
duty aor, at Aldershot, and joined there 
on January 19th, 1938. 

Major M. J. Killelea is due to arrive from 
India on January 18th and is proceeding on 
leave until February 27th, 1938. On the expira- 
tion of his leave he will join at York for duty. 


104. No, 4. VoL. 50. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


January 22nd, 1938. 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE 


The existence of foot-and-mouth disease among 
cattle was confirmed on Sunday at Hatherden, 
Andover, Hants, and on the following day at 
Wedmore, Somerset. The area subject to restric- 
tions in the case of fhe Wedmore outbreak lies 
in the county of Somerset and has been added 
to the existing Somerset infected area. In view 
of the outbreak at Hatherden, it has been neces- 
sary to extend the existing Dorset, Wilts, etc., 
infected area so as to include an_= area 
a ten miles round Hatherden. 

uesday night’s London Gazette stated that 
the compensation payable in respect of 4,707 
animals slaughtered to foot-and-mouth 
disease during the first fortnight of January is 
estimated at £43,174. The number slaughtered 
compared with only 59 in the same period last 
year. The presence of the disease was confirmed 
on 32 premises in 24 parishes during the fort- 
night, bringing the total number of premises 
infected up to 164 in 113 parishes. The counties 
now affected are Berks, Bucks, Cambs, Chester, 
Dorset, Essex, Huntingdon, Kent, Lincolnshire, 
Middlesex, Norfolk, Northumberland, Somerset, 
Suffolk, Sussex, Wiltshire and Yorkshire. 
Compensation payable to farmers during 1937 
amounted to about £224,000, and over 30,000 
animals were slaughtered. 


FARMERS’ UNION AND THE SLAUGHTER POLICY 


The question of foot-and-mouth disease was 
raised at the annual meeting of the National 
Farmers’ Union, held this week, on the report 
of the Diseases of Animals Committee, when Mr. 
German (Chairman of the committee) compared 
the position with regard to foot-and-mouth 
disease on the Continent with that in_ this 
country. He said that in Belgium in June there 
was no disease; from December 1st to December 
15th there were 12,795 outbreaks of foot-and- 
mouth disease. In France on May 10th there 
were 30 outbreaks; in November there were 
47,657 outbreaks; and from December Ist to 
December 5th, 23,755 outbreaks. In Germany in 
June there were two outbreaks; in December 
there were 21,604. In the Netherlands there 
were no outbreaks in June, but in October there 
was a considerable number. 

In May the French Government, he understood, 
allowed ag and pigs to be imported into 
France from Africa. 10se animals were suffer- 
ing from foot-and-mouth disease when they 
arrived, and it was to those animals that the 
Continental outbreaks were attributed. ,In 
October similar outbreaks occurred in_ this 
country in Lincolnshire, Norfolk and Surrey, and 
up to the present there had been 204 outbreaks in 
England. While the virus could be_ identified, 
they could not identify the germ. The whole 
of the outbreaks in England had been of similar 
type—the O type—to the virulent type on the 

ontinent. Forty-one cases in England had been 
ae and every one was found to be of the 

ype. 

So far as could be ascertained, the disease had 
come from_the Continent, with one exception, 
a case in Yorkshire in which the first animal 
to be infected was a pig. In all the other cases 
infection had begun in either sheep or cattle. 
If there had been no —* policy the disease 
would have spread in this country as rapidly 
as it had done on the Continent. If in this 
country the outbreaks could be kept down to 
204, there was no doubt that there was only one 
policy for this country—that of slaughter. 

He urged the importance of immediate notifi- 


cation whenever an_ animal appeared to be 
suffering from some illness which they could not 
immediately diagnose, and expressed sympathy 
with the Wiltshire farmers, them 
on the manner in which they had assisted the 
Ministry of Agriculture in every possible way. 
There had been 70 outbreaks in that county, 
and he believed that in two parishes there was 
no stock left at all. He suggested that the meet- 
ing should convey to the Minister of Agriculture 
hearty congratulations on the manner in which 
his Department had dealt with the outbreaks. 

It was suggested in discussion that sufficient 
care was not always taken in disinfecting 
persons employed to deal with outbreaks. 

Mr. Mitchell (West Sussex) said that in West 
Sussex there were from 200 to 500 deer running 
wild. As those animals were liable to foot-and- 
mouth disease something should be done to do 
away with them. 

Mr. German said that the question of deer 
would be raised with the Ministry of Agriculture. 

The President said that they had reason to be 
grateful to the Minister of Agriculture and the 
officials of the Ministry for saving them from 
much worse outbreaks than those which they 
had experienced, 

ok * * * 


MILK LEGISLATION: AMENDMENT ORDERS 


The Minister of Health, Sir Kingsley Wood, 
has published drafts of Orders to amend the Milk 
(Special Designations) Orders, 1936, and the Milk 
and Dairies Order, 1926. 

The revocation of Articles 8, 9 and 10 of the 
Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, is a necessary 
development of the centralisation of veterinary 
services and is designed to enable the Ministry 
of Agriculture to make provision as from April 
15th for routine examination of dairy cattle in 
place of that which is now done. by local 
authorities. 


* * * 


LEGAL NOTES 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease Prosecution Fails.— 
The East Kent Gazette reports that at Faversham 
County Petty Sessions recently, Lewis Harry 
Finn, farmer and auctioneer, of “ Lorenden,” 
Faversham, and Thomas James Bones, farmer, of 
Hernhill, were summoned for failing to notify the 
police with all practicable speed that six sheep 
at Homestall Farm, Faversham, were affected, or 
suspected of being affected with foot-and-mouth 
disease. 

Mr. P. Bracher prosecuted and counsel for the 
defence was Mr. Frederick Levy, who pleaded 
not guilty on behalf of both defendants, 

Opening the case, Mr. Bracher said that it 
had come to his knowledge that Mr, Finn was 
away at the time of the alleged offence and in 
those circumstances he would offer no evidence 
against him and asked for the summons against 
him to be withdrawn. 

The Bench agreed to this. 

Mr. Bracher said that the case against Mr. 
Bones was not that he had _ not. notified the 
police, but that he had failed to give the neces- 
sary_notice with all practicable speed. Under 
the Diseases of Animals Act, the penalty for a 
first offence was £50, which was a very heavy 
one. “TI think that emphasises more than any- 
thing I can say how important these matters are 
regarded as being by those people responsible 
for the Acts and the Orders,” he said. 

Inspector Baker, of the County Police, Faver- 
sham, said that on November 15th, Mr. Bones 
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came to Faversham Police Station at 10.50 a.m. 
and said he suspected the existence of disease 
amongst stock at Homestall Farm. He said that 
several sheep, seven or eight pigs and one bul- 
lock were affected. He later went to the farm 
with Mr. Coward, Inspector of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, and told Mr. Bones 
he was going to report him for failing to give 
notice with all practicable speed. 


Witness then read a statement made by Mr. 
Bones in which he described how animals on 
the farm had been treated for foot rot, and it 
was as a result of what his son, who managed 
the farm, said to him on the morning of 
November 15th, that he notified the police, after 
he had been in communication with a veterinary 
surgeon. 


Mr. George Douglas Coward, Veterinary 
Inspector of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, said that on November 15th the first 
animal he examined was a beast which had had 
the disease from 12 to 18 hours. He then 
examined a_ which had _ foot-and-mouth 
disease which had been showing probably six 
to nine hours. The sheep were in three lots, 
two of 60 and one of 19. In the lot of 60 the 
majority of the sheep were affected. Six of 
them showed evidence of having been affected 
at least four days. Two of the 19 were also 
affected. 

Mr. Levy submitted that the law said that until 
one was suspicious one had not committed an 
offence and Mr. Bones did not get suspicious 
until the early morning of November 15th. The 
case was of importance to the whole of the 
farmers of the county. 


Mr. Bones gave evidence that animals on the 
farm had been treated for foot rot and in all 
his experience as a farmer he had not seen a 
case of foot-and-mouth disease since 54 years 
ago. On Sunday, November 14th, he walked 
from Homestall Farm to Graveney Court Farm, 
and he would not have ‘done that if he had been 
suspicious of foot-and-mouth disease amongst his 
stock. It would have been mad to do such a 
thing and risk carrying infection. 

Mr. H. E. Bywaier, M.R.C.V.S., said that he was 
of opinion, having read the evidence, that the 
sheep were first affected with foot rot and at a 
later date became infected with foot-and-mouth 
disease. 

After further technical evidence had _ been 
given by Professor James McCunn, of the Royal 
Veterinary College, and W. J. Moody, veterinary 
surgeon, the Bench stopped the case and after 
o retirement dismissed the summons against 

ones. 


Mr. Levy made an application for costs but 


this was not granted, 


Transit of Animals Order, 1927, Contravened.— 
At Clerkenwell on the 12th inst., a penalty of 
£5 and £2 2s. 0d. costs was imposed on a railway 
company for ee properly to cleanse a cattle 
track. Evidence of contravention of this Order 
was lodged by Mr. W. J. Leyshon, veterinary 
officer of the London County Council, who 
complained that whilst being used for the convey- 
ance of certain pigs, manure had been left on 
the inside of the truck, also that. dung and 
debris remained behind the partition, The 
consignment had arrived from a locality then 
almost surrounded by foot-and-mouth infected 
areas, 
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HUNTING AND FENCES FOR ATTESTED 
HERDS 


The Hunting Correspondent of The Times, in 
a recent issue of that paper, draws attention to 
the “bad handicap, but at present not more 
likely to be fatal than-any of its predecessors ” 
to foxhunting constituted by Rule 5 of the 
regulations governing the attainment of the 
qualification “ attested” by dairy herds. This 
rule states that “ the fences dividing the premises 
specified in the Certificate of Attestation from 
adjoining lands shall be maintained to the satis- 
faction of the Ministry in such condition as to 
prevent the infection of the Attested Herd by 
cattle on the adjoining fand.” 


“The simple foxhunter’s interpretation of that 
sentence,” says the commentator, “is that no 
cow pene attested milk must be allowed. 
to rub noses over the fence with a member of 
a neighbouring herd of ordinary cattle. Actually 
it is ‘infection’ and not ‘ contact’ which must 
be rendered impossible. The simple foxhunter’s 
first impression, however, is that every farm 
with an attested dairy herd will, in future, be 
surrounded by some broad _ obstacle, 
probably in the familiar form of a strand of 
wire set (say) six feet away from a thorn fence 
—in any case so broad as to be unjumpable. 
Any gateways or jumping places in such a fence 
must presumably be fitted with two successive 
obstacles separated by some six feet at least. In 
areas devoted to dairy farming that must 
inevitably spoil some of the choicest lines of 
country. 


“On second thoughts, however, perhaps the 
situation is not quite so hopeless. After all it 
is not impossible, on a good horse, to jump a 
stout blackthorn fence and a six-foot ditch, even 
if the ditch must be deep enough to prevent 
the cattle from standing in it and at the same 
time looking over the fence. In arable countries 
the grass land often surrounds the farm buildings 
and is itself surrounded by a ring of ploughed 
land, in which case no problem of contact arises. 
In cold climates or on wet land the dairy herds 
are usually kept under cover and the young 
stock, at any rate, in yards all the winter, so 
that the wire beside the boundary fences might 
there be removed during the hunting season; 
or where the farmer concerned is himself a 
foxhunter, or is anxious to help in solving the 
problem, no doubt he could arrange that any 
cattle wintered out of dgors should occupy the 
grass land towards the middle of the farm, 
reserving that on the edge for summer grazing. 
Where the farm is bounded by a road or a 
double-fenced cartway presumably no wire will 
be necessary. 


“In short, the solution to this ,problem, as 
to many others incidental to the Chase, lies in 
close co-operation with the farmer—putting his 
interests first, but relying on his friendship to 
adjust the farming routine in favour of his neigh- 
bours’ sport. One consolation is that the Attested 
Herds Scheme will apparently be governed by 
uniform regulations laid down by the Ministry 
of Agriculture for the country as a whole and 
not by the varying demands of local inspectors. 
Moreover, Masters of Hounds will probably be 
able to obtain from the Ministry names of 
applicants for registration under the scheme and 
so discuss the subject of fencing in each 
individual case before money has been spent on 
elaborate barriers. 


“Beyond that, the foxhunter can only look 
forward to the day when attested herds will be 
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in the majority and when he will have the 
satisfaction of removing half the impassable 
fence between two such neighbouring herds. For 
the present those who decline to jump the rail- 
way gates of a level-crossing only because ‘ it 
might lame the horse to land on the sleepers’ 
will have to think of another excuse when 
confronted with the double gates in an ‘ attested ’ 
fence. That, at any rate, is a problem with 
which some of us are not concerned.” 


In the above connection, a correspondent to 
this journal writes: “May I draw attention to 
the scheme of eradication of tuberculosis I sub- 
mitted to the Ministry of Agriculture and _ also 
to the ‘ National,’ in 1934, which was considered 
by a_committee of the latter. 

“ The relevant excerpt is as follows: ‘ There 
is one other thing in connection with the 
Attested Herd Scheme which at first sight may 
seem of no account. It may appear to be even 
paltry and that is the method recommended for 
the isolation of tubercle-free herds in pastures, 
viz.: “If boundary fences are weak ” (and what 
boundary fence is not weak) “or of such a 
nature as not to prevent contact with a neigh- 
bour’s cattle, a second fence should be provided. 
A two strand wire fence under which sheep 
can go, at least six feet from the main fence is 
sufficient.” 

“*This method of preventing contact is also 
recommended in an_ eradication scheme for 
contagious abortion. Both tuberculosis and con- 
tagious abortion are extremely prevalent in our 
herds and this leads to a questionnaire. 

(1) How many herds in England and Wales 
are affected by one or both of these 
diseases? 

(2) If this method of preventing contact is 
used for the eradication of these diseases 
will any great extent of country be left 
clear of wire—probably of the barbed 
variety? 

(3) What will be the effect of these “ wired 
in” farms on hunting? | 

(4) If hunting ¢eases, what will be the effect 
on agriculture and rural occupations? 

(5) What is the economic importance of 
hunting? 

“ ¢ Briefly, the economic importance of hunting 
is this: Food for 40,000 hunters (horses). Eaneeoy- 
ment for 25,000 men (grooms, etc.), and the huge 
sum of £4,500,000 put into rural pockets every 
year (wages, oats, hay, straw, etc.). To carry 
this to its logical conclusion one must add a 
further sum, which, on the estimate of the British 
Field Sports Society, is spent by hunting people 
in villages and market towns to bring the aggre- 
gate to £12,000,000 per annum. What would be 
the plight of an already impoverished agriculture 
if this vast sum were removed. (Lord Willoughby 
de Broke in The Tatler): “The double fence 
seems trivial and unimportant, but it has 
unbounded possibilities for evil.” ’ 

“If The Times Hunting Correspondent’s article 
is read in conjunction with the above excerpt 
and the Ministry of Agriculture’s Advisory Leaflet 
No. 223, it will be seen that eradication of 
tuberculosis by means of the tuberculin test and 
isolation of pastures by wire fencing may have 
far-reaching consequences on country life. The 
correspondent’s last paragraph seems to be 
‘pretty hopeless.’ ” 


SUFFOLK HORSE SOCIETY 
At_a moonne, of the Suffolk Horse Society 
the President, Sir Cuthbert Quilter, announced 
that H.M. the King, who has become patron 


of the Society, had purchased for his new stud 


at Sandringham the four-year-old mare, Broxtead 
Jane, from Messrs. R. H. and R, Paul. Her 
edigree goes back to one of the most famous 
orses in the breed, Morston Gold Guard. He 
also announced that new records had been 
established by the Society. Its financial position 
was never so strong, stud book entries had 
resulted in another record, while the member- 
ship was mounting up with a total for the 
ear of 132. The continued progress of the 
reed was the more remarkable from the fact 
that a big export trade that was developing 
with the United States had been held up through 
a 20 per cent. increase in the ocean freights, 
which drawback, it was stated, does not operate 
in connection with the transport of Belgian 
horses to America. It was decided to bring 
these facts to the notice of the Minister of 
Agriculture. Concern was_ expressed at the 
increasing importation of Belgian horses into 
Great Britain, the inflow having in the last six 
months risen to the extent of about 100 per cent. 
The effect was seen in the lower prices for 
British heavy horses, and the Council of the 
Society welcomed the co-operation of the Shire 
Horse Society in a deputation to the Import 
Duties Advisory Committee, with a view of 
applying for a duty on imported horses. 
* * * * * 


DETERIORATION OF THE WORLD’S SOIL 


Addressing the Oxford Farming Conference, 
Professor J. A. Scott Watson warned agricul- 
turists that in so far as this generation failed to 
keep up the fertility of land it would prejudice 
the food supply of future generations. 

There was evidence, he said, of bas age 
deterioration of the world’s soils, especially in 
the past 60 or 70 years. During the past 60 
years the consumer had ny ge the benefit of 
relatively abundant food at low prices. In part 
this cheap abundance had been achieved through 
the progress of farming, but in considerable part 
it had been obtained at the cost of depleting the 
fertility of the world’s soils. 

One of the obstacles to restoring this lost 
fertility was the poverty of the farming commun- 
ity alg mp the world. The prices of farm 

roduce had been for 15 years quite out of 

eeping with those of industrial products. Most 
countries had taken the view that this poverty 
was a serious economic injustice and whenever 
ossible had adopted programmes of farm relief, 
including protective duties, subsidies, restriction 
of production, and even in some cases undis- 
uised doles. Generally speaking these measures 
ad failed to keep pace with the growing 
extremity of the farmer’s case and he, to save 
himself, had been driven to robbing his land. 
Capital was not now available within the 
industry to make good the damage and Govern- 
ments were being driven to direct action to save 


land. 


THE EMPIRE EXHIBITION AND AGRICULTURE 


Agriculture, fisheries and_ forestry, will be 
represented by a special pavilion at the Empire 
Exhibition, in the concert hall of which, at 
Glasgow, the a of this year’s N.V.M.A. 
Congress will be held. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, the 
Departments of. Agriculture for Scotland and 
Northern Ireland, and the Fishery Board and the 
Forestry Commission are co-operating in a dis- 
play in which research and marketing activities 
will be shown. In the marketing section the 
main features will be the grading and display 
of “ National Mark” products. 
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Part of the pavilion will be devoted to an 
information bureau for breed societies in which 
are of typical animals of the various 
freeda of horses, cattle, sheep and pigs, will be 
shown and literature about them distributed. 
Invitations to go ate in this section have 
been sent to 215 breed societies. 


The Scottish Milk Marketing Board are staging 
a working dairy exhibit which will be in a 
separate pavilion. This dairy will contain a 
model byre accommodating twelve cows, together 
with processing and manufacturing departments. 
The public will be able to see the handling and 
processing of milk from an observation gallery 
within the pavilion. Plant and fittings will be 
of the most modern and up-to-date type. 


The milk produced by each cow will be 
weighed and recorded and will pass through to 
the receiving room, where it will be cooled and 
filled into cartons. Other processes, such as 
pasteurizing and bottling of milk, separation of 
cream and the manufacture of butter and cheese, 
will also be seen. 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


CONSOLIDATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
MEASURES 


COMMITTEE’S PROPOSALS AFFECTING THE 
PROFESSION 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—The Third Interim Report of the Local 
Government and Public Health Consolidation 
Committee has recently been published. (Decem- 
ber, 1937. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.) Some points 
of interest to veterinary surgeons are the 
following:— 

Appendix. Notes on clauses, Part 1. 
Clause 9. pp. 32-33.—(1) Section 28 of the 
Act of 1890 which extends the operation of 
Section 116 of the Act of 1875 to all articles 
intended for the food of man, is an 


“adoptive” provision... and we recom- . 


mend that it should be made of general 
application. The clause is drafted accord- 
ingly, and substitutes the single word “food” 
for the list of articles, “animal, carcase, 
meat, poultry, etc.,” contained in section 116. 

Clause 10.—‘“ Under section 116 of the Act 
of 1875 the power of seizing unsound food 
is conferred only on the Medical Officer of 
Health and the Sanitary Inspector, In 
accordance with the practice adopted in the 
Act of 1936 the Bill provides that this power 
may be exercised by any authorised officer 
of a local authority. .. .” 

The same committee have produced the “ Draft 
of a Food and Drugs Bill (H.M. Stationery Office, 
1s. 6d. net. December, 1937.). 

Part 1, Clause 10 (p. 7) Regulations as to 
Food.—This states: — 


“ (1) An authorised officer of a_ local 
authority may at all reasonable times 
examine any food intended for human 
consumption which has been sold, or is 
offered or exposed for sale, or is in the 
possession of, etc., etc,” 

Clause 100. p, 70. Interpretation, repeals, etc.— 
Herein the term “ authorised officer” is defined 
as follows:— 

“ Authorised officer” means, as_ respects 
any council, an officer of the council author- 
ised by them in writing, either generally 

or ——, to act in matters of any specified 
kind or in any specified matter and, for the 
purposes of the provisions of this Act 
relating to the taking of samples, includes 
a police constable so authorised with the 
of the police concerned: 
rovided that the medical officer of health 
and the sanitary inspector of a council shall 
by virtue of “their appointments be deemed 
to be authorised officers for all purposes 

of this Act.” 

Thus it would appear that in the proposed 
new Food and Drugs Bill, a veterinary surgeon 
can be appointed to examine meat, etc., as “an 
authorised officer,” and whilst the medical officer 
of health and sanitary inspector are specifically 
mentioned, the parliamentary draughtsmen, true 
to tradition, have once more succeeded in avoid- 
ing mention of the veterinary surgeon, except 
that like the police constable, he may _ be 
appointed as an authorised officer for certain 
purposes. 

In their Interim Report the committee, dealin 
with Part 2, Provisions as to Milk, Dairies an 
Artificial Cream, Clause 18, p. 36 (2), (iii), state 
(my italics):— 

“In view of the changes in the veterinar 
service introduced by Section 19 of the Agricul- 
ture Act, 1937, Subsections (1) (c) and (2) of 
Section 1 of the Milk Act, of 1915, have not 
been reproduced. We understand that in future 
all veterinary inspections necessary for public 
health purposes will be carried out by inspectors 
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and 
that sufficient powers of inspection are to be 
found in other legislation.” : 

Part 2, Clause 23, of the proposed Bill makes 
it an offence to sell or manufacture milk of any 
cow which is tuberculous, ete., or which suffers 
from any other disease of cowg to which this 
section applies. The Schedule to the Bill, Part 1, 
gives a list of these diseases, and they are:— 
Acute mastitis, actinomgcosis of the udder, 
suppuration of the udder, any infection of the - 
udder or teats which is likely to convey disease, 
any comatose condition, any septic condition of 
the uterus, anthrax, foot-and-mouth disease. 


I am, 
Yours obediently, 
D. J. ANTHONY. 
Brierley Hill, 
Staffs. 


January 17th, 1938. 


[Eprror’s Nore: As our readers are aware, no 
provision was made in the Public Health Act, 
of 1875, for the inspection of meat and other 
foods to be carried out by veterinary surgeons, 
and for the purpose of performing these duties 
(under Sections 116-119) members of the profes- 
sion have had to be appointed _as_ sanitary 
inspectors, The institution of a Departmental 
Committee was thought to be an excellent oppor- 
tunity for securing an amendment of the legisla- 
tion that would invest the veterinary officer or 
veterinary inspector with the same power as the 
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medical officer and sanitary inspector in this 
ee oe and accordingly representations were 
lodged with that committee and the Ministries of 
Agriculture and of Health and the support of the 
Parliamentary Science Committee obtained. In 
anticipation of the issue of this report, the 
Council of the N.V.M.A., at its last meeting, set 
up a special committee to consider the document 
and report what amendments of the Draft Bill 
they deemed necessary in the interests of the 
profession. } 


CENTRALISATION OF PUBLIC VETERINARY 
SERVICES 


To THE EpITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—Undoubtedly from now onwards your 
correspondence columns will be filled with 
letters relating to the new arrangements of 
inspection by the Ministry and naturally there 
will be the two parties, viz., those for and those 
against. I, for one, am very much in favour of 
the Ministry taking complete charge. Nothing 
has so upset the general practitioner during my 
time—and I qualified in 1914—as the. county 
council veterinary inspector and nothing has 
done him so much harm. There are practices 
in the country which they have ruined but in 
the future we shall be dealing with our own 
rofession and not with Medical Officers of 
ealth, who generally expect everything being 
done “to the letter of the Acts,” and will not 
allow for any deviations. Personally I think it 
will be a l thing for us. We shall be more 
united and there will not be encountered the 
grumbling amongst the farmers as to what one 
county will accept and the neighbouring county 
will not. This is a great ee by the 
Ministry and one of which we ought to be proud. 
The status of the profession will be raised there- 
by and we shall not be ruled by the medical 
profession. I have often wondered what the 
medical profession would think if when some 
borough or some county council were appointin 
a new Medical Officer of Health, the Chie 
Veterinary Inspector sat on that Appointment 
Committee and gave his opinion as to the 
candidate? 


In your issue, September 27th, 1937, you give 
extracts from the annual report of the Chief 
Veterinary Inspector for Essex and in which he 
states that the saving from his whole-time staff 
compared with the part-time inspectors was 
£2,000. There are nine veterinary officers on 
that particular staff and if we estimate their cost 
to the county at an average of £750 per annum 
the total is £6,750. That, plus the £2,000 saved, 
means that they are taking from the practitioner 
about £9,000 per annum and, to put it bluntly, 
it equals nine practices. I cannot imagine the 
Ministry doing anything as drastic as_ that. 
Moreover, that is only one county and probably 
there are others which could’ show. similar 
figures. 


I sent to the Record in January, 1932, an 
article on the “ Reorganisation of the Veterinary 
Profession,” in which I recommended the Ministry 
taking sole charge of the veterinary inspection 
of the country and went so far as to include 
the whole of the meat a. but your 
committee would not publish it—see copy of 


your letter to me dated February 9th, 19 


However, what I advocated then is now 
coming and I wish it every success. 
Yours faithfully 
G. C. LANCASTER. 
Eastwick House, 
Evesham, 

Worcs, 

January 11th, 1938. 


ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I have read with interest Professor 
Miller’s observations on artificial insemination in 
the Veterinary Record of January 8th. 4 

I have some experience of artificial insemina- 
tion of mares and I agree that its use in the 
British Isles is very limited. 

The heavy financial loss due to valuable mares 
not proving in foal is well known and, so far, 
treatment for this complaint has met with little 
success. 

When the mare’s cervix and vagina are in 
a healthy condition I can see nothing to be gained 
by artificial insemination provided the male is a 
proved foal getter. The vital point is an accur- 
ate diagnosis as to the cause of the trouble. If 
it cannot be found in the vagina or in_ the 
cervix the trouble will be due, in all probability, 
to the stoppage of the ovarian tubes; and _ this, 
in my opinion, is the cause in the majority of 
cases, 

Some years ago I fitted up an instrument on 
the lines followed by the medical profession, for 
dilating the ovarian tubes of a mare. The method 
consists in passing CO, gas into the uterus under 
pressure. If the ovarian tubes are closed the 
pressure guage, which is connected to the 
instrument, will continue to rise and remain 
stationary when the gas is shut off. If the tubes 
are open the pressure gauge will drop ore; 
When it is found that the tubes are closed the 
pressure must be gradually increased and shut 
off at intervals to see if the pressure gauge falls, 
thus showing that the tubes have opened. 

Cases in which I found the tubes closed and 
which I dilated in this manner, usually proved 
in foal the same season, 

Yours faithfully, 
W. A. 

Longford. 

January 17th, 1938. 


* * * * * 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


_ Sir,—In_ his interesting paper on artificial 
insemination published in your issue of January 
8th, Professor Miller refers to the method of 
collecting sperm by electrical stimulus, 
As a result of having witnessed this process 
I consider that it involves intense suffering and 
should, therefore, whenever possible, be dis- 
couraged. 
Yours faithfully, 
H. A. 
Clarence Gate, 


ADVERTISER’S ANNOUNCEMENT 


Antibody Products Limited, Bushey Grove 
Road, Watford, Herts, beg to announce to 
members of the veterinary profession that they 
have reduced their prices for the 5 and 10 c.c. 
ampoules of their “ Antibacsyn” by 20 per cent. 
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